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Act. 15. ver. 36. 


Paul ſaid unto Barnabas, let us go again, 


and viſit our Brethren in every City, in 
which we have preached the Word of the 


Lord, and ſee how they do. 


He ſacred Oracles make a tender to our 

2 view of two kinds of Viſitations. The 

firſt held by Meng Samuel, whoſe con- 

cerns were Ecclefiaſticall, as well as 

Civil, did every Year viſit in Bethel : Sam: 5, 16, 

| CF Giledand Aiſpeh, bat in his * Cron. 17.8, 
third year did commiſfſionare the Prieſts 

and Levites to do the like in all the cities of Fudah, 

The ſecond by God himſelf. We read of the Time, the Jer. 3. 12, & 
Tear, the Day of his Viſitation. - He being eminently de- [77 [2 
lighted with order has-formed the intelleQtual part of the - © 
ſublugary world, like the Ark of Noah, into three Stories, 
Oeconomicall, Politicall, Ecclefiaſticall, The tuition of 
them he has committed to men, and expects from them a 
prudent care to prevent 'a _—_— from the deſign and 

import 


Cc N 
"wr 


import of their primitive Inſticution. If they ſhall negle& 
2n inſpe&ion.into thoſe irregularities, which menace Grime 
order with diſſolgtjoo z ic is che uſuall method of Heaven 
to appoint a Day of Vification, and comanifeſt diſpleaſure 
againſt the Community by ſome ſignall calamiry. The 
connivance of Governours makes the exorbirances of pri. 

e perſons the fins of the Community z and though the 


e but 
ont they 


deroedby hs office ro lead men to Chi 
rm 


WP; 

of the Chitchby an 

ike the cbby co. had the Lonepr a as of the tes 

cil, he reſolves upon this Viſitation, S* Barne- 
bu differed from .bim in the eleQion of an Aﬀſiſtant (4 
Naza 6O1TE T9 Sixgpyory 0 t) Bapratas To PiAcr.gpwmmy ) _— 
yet he full conlp! in the thing. His motion was enter- 
tained wit e leaſtdiſguſt, 


Paul ſaid wnto Barnabas, let us $0 again, and viſit out Bre- 
thren, #n every city, where we bave preached the Word of the 
Lird, and ſee how they do. - - 


The Text divides it ſelf. into theſe parts 

I, The Viſiters, $* Pl and $' RS: 

2. The adtioncabe parormed at the Viſitation, an au- 
thoricative Inſpedtion, 55 ju4Ire, 

3. The perſons to be viſited, the Brethrew. 

4. The plac ace mhre the Viſlaron to be held, in every 
City, where we 


we the Ward of the: Lord, 
TOY he end, re of the MR MM bow 


Fol pr ——__ 
iſ 
Matar iron 


iot,, 
a I gy i res ſenc him : (0 job, 20. 21, 
rag EEE the Spirit, find ſer 
| B 2 apEt \ 


(4) 
apart to his Apoſtolicall Office: ſo he breathedic 
- m—_— ſolemnly ordained them to a ſucceſſion, W 
the right of F#das was extingniſht by an a& of violence 
which he did to himfelt: and the youre of S* Fames made 
vacant by that which he received Herod : Matthias by 
the ſpeciall deſignation of the Holy Ghoſt was appointed 
ro ſucceed the firſt,S* Paul and Barnabas the ſecond : Even 
as Ephraim and Manaſſes were ſubſtituted in the place of 

oſeph, A power being veſted in theſe two to goverathe 

burch, they could give themſelves no contentment, ug- 
till they had exerted it to her beſt advantage : And there- 
fore a reſolution is taken vp to make a ſolemn Viſitation, 
And Pasl ſaid unto Barnabas, &fc, 

2, Hereis the Aion to be performed, EhoxeJupeds, 
The word imports a ſtrit view, 2-moſt diligent and (dfici- 
rous ſcrutiny : #1 deriores the intention! and vigour of the 
Aion, They took an exa@t Survey, What they found 
to be enormous did not eſcape their condemnation. The 


Apoſtlein his —_— not. without his j«6/G. in his 
hand. What was diſcovered to be congruous to the rules 
of Chriſtian'converſation; they did' &+5-»2/7«v confirm 
and encourage, The Canon of the Council of Fersſalem 
they delivered with patheticall exhortations to a ſubmiſſi- 
on, How potent and efficacious is divine and celeftiall in- 
fluence! He that before lerrers from: che High 
Prieſt in ordet to the \diſantmacing thoſe which'embtaced 
the Faith of COLIggs about the letters of che Sy- 
nod in order to theft'confirmation, | 

3, Hereare the Perſons to be vifited, owr Brethren, By 
whom we are to underſtand nor onely, the Lzity, bur the 
Elders, who'challenge principal! interdf in thisrelation, 
and are frequently repreſented inthe new Teftamenr nnder 
this Charatter. Theſe were ordained in every Church, At. 
14. 23, and nowan InſpeRtion is to be made, whether 
the'r demeanour be ſatable ro the import wet 1 


Re 


| k (s) 

FanAion, Ar their Ordination the Apoſtles did not di- 

veſt themſelves of their authority to govern ia thoſe pla- 

ces, S Paxl (aies, that the care of all the Churches was wpon x Cor, 11, 28, 
him. They conveyed a power, as the Sun doth light, with- 

our being loſers by the communication. The Elders were 

ordained to be Fpiſcopi & Paſtores greets: but the Apoſtles 

remained to be Epiſcops gregis & peſtorum, And there- a&s 20, 17. 
foreS* Pawl at his Viſitation at Miletws cites the t1ders to 

make their appearance, and left his Apoſtolicall injunRions 

withchem : and in his inſtrutions to 7;morhy, how to de- 

mean himſelt in the Church of God, one branch of his ad- 

yice is, not to receive an accuſation againſt an Elder with- 

out the teſtimony of two or three witnefles : which plain» 

ly intimates a ſuperiority over them reſiding both in Him- 

ſelt and Timothy, Theſe with the Laity are che Perſons 

tobe viſited, Let ws viſit owr Brethress. 

4 Here is the place, where the Viſitation is to be held, 
Is every city, where we have preached the Word of the Lord. 

. In every Cily, 

The plantation of the Church was firſt i Cities, 
nſomuch chat the words Infidell and Pagan, thart is, one in- 
habicing in a village, became Synonimous, or terms of the 
ſame fignification, When the Diſciples were made fiſhers 
of men, they caſt their nets where there was the greateſt 
confluence and expeRations of ſucceſs When the con- 
verts were increaſed to ſuch a number, that one place had 
not capacity enough to entertaih them, they were not like 
Bees, when they (warm, pur into a hive, which had no de- 
pendance upon that from which they came. Though they 
worſhipped God in their apartments, yet they continued 
tobe one and the ſame Society, The Unity of the Church 
, WaSno more prejudiced by this diviſion into divers con- 

gregations z then the unity of Faith by the diviſion of the 

ible into Chapters and Verſes. In the moſt eminent Ci- 


ves, alchough there mult neceſſarily be more — 


-then one :- yet we read of che Church in the ſingular tinm- 


y Cor, i. 3. 
Ads 13. 1, 
AQRs8. 1, 


2 Cor,10.16. 


(8) 


bet, 2s the Chutch at Corith, the Church ar Antioch, the 
Church at Fersſalem. Allof them being imbodyed un- 
der the ſame Numericall Government, made bur one Com- 
munity. Elders were conſtituted to take the unmediace 
care of them: yet what they did was onely in a ſubordina- 
rion to, and dependance upon the Apoſtles; ro whom 
the power of Ruling was ſo fat G_ that nothing 
could be Authentick, and have the impreſs of Authoticy 
without their conſent , and cherefore notwithſtanding che 
Presbyrets if every City,S* Pawl and Barndbas did e 
to themſelyes the power of Viſication, This power di 
not extend to all Cities, but thoſe onely, where they had 
preached the Word of the Lord, The Apoſtolicall juri{didti 
of was not exerciſed in evety place, but confined to a cer- 
tain precin&, Every Stat did move in his own Orb. When 
S* Pawl (peaks of his boaſting according to the meaſure of the 
rule, and not in anothers live, he intimates, that A- 
poſtle had his Bounds and Province. The words allude to 
the meaſure, wheteby Sarveyers uſe co adjuſt che rights of 
others, and affign to one their proper allocment : or 
tothe white Line, which the Agoniſticall law did oblige 
Racers to confortri their courſe unto,and by no means to run 
over, They did not viſit in every Ciry,but thoſe in which 
they preached. Though they had a commiſſion to teachin 
all che world, yet they had none to govern, but where chey 
taught with ſacceſs,& pe; mr the Faith, Thole 
who lived without the pale of the Church, like che earth be- 
fore propriety was ſettled, were primi occupantis, The 
ſtles,who took the firſt poſſeſſion of their minds, had a pe- 
culiar rightto theGovernmeit of them, T he vanquiſhed did 
lie nnder an obligarion to ſubmir to the laws and regiment 
of theirConquerour, &f Chyyſoſt, obſerves, that theſe words, 
er aus 12mſyearau,,do mantteſt rhu araywny f bHonelaws, 
the neceſſuy of In[petFion, What they planted,they —_— 


0 

liged to water, and by 8 prudent diſcipline, to eradicate eve- 

oy ching,wheredy the h of it might be impeded, They 
og if 2 relation to ſuch,who were begotten 

again by the Word which they had preached, ir would 

have been an omiſſion of Duty not to have intereſted them- 

ſelves in the nurture of them. 

5, Hereis the end and deſign of the Viſitation, to 
ke bew they dr. Though in the Greek we have onely theſe 
words, 75 #2;u01, yet the Syriack verljon is as full as ours, 
ut videamus, quid ag ant. Theſe Apoſtles knew,that thoſe 
whom they converted to the Faith, were obnoxious to 
many diſtempers, In the converted Fews there were re- 
maining ſome faces of their tormer diſeaſe, They nau- 
ſeated the Bread of Life, and made jt their choice to pick 
2nd eat the rubbiſh of the partition Wall, which Chrift 
had demoliſhed. The Rights of the Law,which expired at 
the death of Chy;ſt, and by this time had an honourable 
nterment, they attempced co pull our of their graves, 
and give a reſurretion to them, The converted Gentiles 
were not totally delivered from the power of former cu- 
ſom and education, Amidſt theſe circumſtances the in- 
_—_—_ - gy mn _ nts vo 

tecuſneſs no ſooner in any appear above 
747mg but he did endeavour to raiſe hismiſts in 
arder to the obſcuring of him, Some of his Inftruments 
were animated with ſo much confideace, as to arrogate to 
themſelves the digaity, which is peculiar co the Son of God, 


Simeon Magus, WOO is (tiled his firſt born, did not content Epiph. 1. 14 
himſelf with this uſurpation, but invaded the Rights of *"*#+ 55s 


the Sacred Trinity, He afferted, he was the Father a- 
7 or Cr wg”, pn. the Ho» 
ly amoag the Gemtiles, In the new Heavens there 
were ſome Planets, which did affe& an erracick motion, 
In the new earth ſome weeds preſently ſprang up, In Pa- 


radiſe regained, the tempration began at the Tree of my» 
ge. 


ledge. There was a ſcience falſly ſo called, which gavede- 
nomination tq the Gnoſticks. T hey pretended to know 
how to ſecure their Title to the Heavenly Purchaſe , and 
yet todeny the Lord that boughtthem, The Grace of 
God, which reacherh ſobriety, they found a Way to turn 
into wantonneſs, and make it a Pander to their impure ap- 
petites They were impatient to fit under the 

ment of the Apoſtles, being deſirous to inveſt themſelves 
with the Preeminence. They did amwxms mgumurdy 
trample under foot the -£:: or order, which was of Divine 
Erection, In theſe circumſtances among the influences of 
ſo inſetious examples, the Brethren being not ex- 
empted from the peril of contagion, the Holy Apoſtles 
were ſolicitous about their Welfare, and make this motion, 
Let us viſit owr Brethren, and ſee how they do. 

The Parts of the Text being thus explained, areredy- 
cibleto two Heads. A diſeaſe, which the Brethren are ſup- 
poſed to be obnoxious ro, A remedy, namely, an Apo- 
ſtolicall or Epiſcopall Anthority and InſpeRion, 

1. Adiſeaſe, The Greek Scholiaſt obſerves, thatthe 
Apoſtle went to them x9.9zzmp ialess 5H Ty xgpurom, 
as a Phyſician goes to his Patients, The beſt of men, in 
_ military - and ſublunary State, are apt to fall into 

empers, 

This will be very conſpicuous, if we conſider the he- 
redicary corruption, which is in all by nature, The remains 
of itin thoſe who are renewed by Grace, The pronity of 
the Tempter to ſolicite theſe remains, and invite them 
torth into AR. 

1, The hereditary corruption in all by nature, When 
the firſt Man was formed, Divine Wiſdom, to oblige him 
ro ſuch a degree of CircumſpeRtion as might prevent his 
deviation, was pleaſed to ena, that if he perſevered in 
hisallegiance, his offspring (ſhould reap the benefic of his 
obedience : but if he tranigreſled, the diſadyantage ſhould 

| accrew 


xcount, when 


conveyed in theſe words, Let them have dominion; which Gen, 1, «6, 


believing _ the 
| iſhonourable reflexion upon his Creator, 
ſoſoon as he had received ſo fignall a benefit from him, 
as his Exiſtence, was placed in a Paradiſe adorned with 
the higheſt gratifications of ſence, furniſhed with abilities 
O Rel and ker peter, Diem ths acoanes then 
0n is ty, Upon this account 
re toes Mead, and all, which -are de- 
ſcended from him, are infeted with an hereditary diſtem- 
per, Inthis there is ſuch a d of Notoriety”, that 
there are ſcarcely any whoſe gbſervation it hath eſcaped, 
Thisis the diſeaſe, which the Moraliſt faies, Socrates did 
endeavour to cure. Plato's Preexiſtence of Souls, and their 
pam in the body tor their delinquency, is but an 
e delineation of the repreſentative Preexiſtence of 
the Souls of all men in their firſt Parent, and the miſery 
they are expoſed unto in the body, upon the account of 
ther delinquency in their repreſencanve State, Lriges 
$z 


Cot, Celſum thinks, theeby the of Fapiter he meant 


L, 4. þ. 190. 


(16 


mer the erpent mes: the man which wa circam- 
xr) Phe Col Cubab s in Bereſbith Rubbs obſerve, that 
the word PM guiſes generations, is written 
without ? in al placexof Scripture except two, Gen, 2.4, 


ku, 18, np kl ſe by ara 

erations akin ay, on [10 
E inferred Gey, 2, 4, where the Crnptaticagc as are 
mentioned, is to intimate, that he came from Hea- 
ven in his primitive ſtate, was perfoft: and Auth 4. 8, 
where Pharcz is ſpaken of, to rt, that the Meſa 
—_— Phares is the perſon detigned to take away this 

ect 

2. As there is an heredicary diftemper inall by Nature, 
fo likewiſe there are ſame remains of it'in choſe who are 
renewed by Grace, S. Past, who was caught up into the 
third heaven, complains of a body of fin. The Ivy hath 
foinfinnared it ſelt ft inovhe mall that there are {mal} 
of arorall tion, til comes, ' and the wall 


To, v1 fed nor nrterly wiken, hoph Co es 


Fel grey ws corkead by the Holy Sp x 


bo keprinenercſa Theophilus, home 6k 
Kdolsin &4itxandris, ſuffered one to remain in-2 
place, , that thofe who were converted from them to the 
fetves 


have dail Eo ro Humble rhem- 
age; ban. dang go 


edn ET it hs ba 
to} hah Heis ſtiled by the 


ving, if che remains of the morrality of fo excellent a per- 
ſon werein his poſſeſſion, they might be of eminent uſe 
ro draw forth thoſe inclinations which are in men to make 
igious iddrefſes to the dead. Though the diſap- 
the uſe of this mediums, yet he his end 
oe fs . He prevailed with the Thebaws to 
worſhip him the diſguiſe of Bacchus, Bacchws's Ex- Pauſan, is 
nao cntof the water, when an infant, his having two Lac-». 
mothers, his mother by narure nurfiog of him at the com- 
mand of a Queen, his tranſcendent beauty, his name Miſes 
an caſie mutation in the = an, 269%, his teachi 
Rites appertaining to ce, his d up Orentes Plurar.de If. 
and —_ with his Thyrſes, the cation of an ivy- 7” 
ſteff into a ſerpent, rhe 7adians being in darkneſs, when 


he Becebe Rey, t the Bacche's fetching water our 07h deb 
of a rock, do fo Borkeres When rb hee 18, 29, 


that they "make it be, i He whom the Greeks 3*- 
worſhipped under the name of Aigvuo OG. was Moſes the man 
Lo When the Sons of God came to preſent them- 
before the Lord, the Text ſaies, ves, oa 1, 6, 
the midſt of them, He placed himſelf in the center, har 
he might with the greater advantage communicate communica his in- 
flnence to all che of the Circumference,, We find 
bim wy OE OI —-— mon L, 
in a him Arte jt bom upon 
S. Pal, TR ENGET ewe read of his throne in Rev. :. :;. 
the Charch of Pergomer, He did not himſelf 
challenge 
Martyr in his Apo- 


with an inferior capacity, bur (ate 2s a Prince to 
obedience to his inſtiturions, 
e the Incarnation he Apo. », 44 
of the (ons __ peu, p. 


to 4Aminive: obſerves, that 
uſe of the Poets to ſpeak many 

Papi bu charatter the Mefrar'y as 70 

that Perſess was borti of a Vi _ cp Aram feed 

eaſes, Auoyvo ©: died a cruel death : on parpoſe, char 

when theſe chings thould oF” IDs 


L.,3.4.25.. 
369. Col. 


xn) 
and onely Son of God, he might with the 


induce the world to believe, they were a yr oc 


call fables. Z#ſebivs in the life of Conflentine ſays, that 


by his contrivance the dark receſs of Yeuws was built upon 


the place where our bleſſed Lord was buried, and exe- 
crable Sacrifices offered upon her impure Altars, certainly 
not onely with a deſign to obliterate the me of his 
Sepulchre, bat likewiſe to infinuate an opinion, that he 
had obtained the » and the worſhip of his ereQi- 
on was ſuperiour to that which our Saviour had inſti- 
rured, 

He that conſiders the morbifick matter, which isig all 
by Nature, the feces and remains of it in the beſt of 
Men ou cheir —_ wake endeavours of the 
Prince air tO it with his impure temptations, 
will not wonder , that thoſe who breathe in it ſhould. be 


1, Incorde, 25 pride. When $, pri. wn 
rilows tinwts in the loft days, 2 Tim. 3,1, inhis of 
thoſe who make them, the proud and high-minded are 


proud reflexions their own imaginary W 
are poſleſled wich high thoughes of it, they are 
ſurpriſed with defires that others may be of the ſame opi- 
nion: this purs them apon mezhods, how to 
make themſelves known, und adag this cannot be 
done ſo long as they continue in the crowd, ( they being 
| | not 


Ds 


F ; (13) 9 IN 

noe tall enough 10 make themſelves more coaſpicuons then 
other men ) they reſolve opon a- ſeparation : and for the 
juſtification of it, ſer their wits a work to condemn that 
Charch which their own ambition hath divorced them 
from, Thus with an unuſuall degree of confidence 
tending tobe wiſer then others, they doby” ies 
ate an Opinion into thoſe whoare weak, and of a morein- 
nocent meaning, that they are ſo indeed, By this means 
they gain a Party to themſelves, ſet open a door to Araxy, 
bring concempt upon Government, expoſe publick Wor- 
te poriciom going co Fenſaam kei Gal, the 
dert e from going to - Ir is fai 
the temple of Bene ware on fire by one who had no Heroftratus, 
other inducement but to make himſelt a name: and that 
when Tiberi®s moved the Senate tu, Chriſt into the 
number of their Gods, the onely why they did it 
nor, was becauſe that they themſelves did not make rhe 
firſt motion, There isnothing more injurious to our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, and that Temple which is of bis ereRtion, then 
p__ By this means Idols are preterred before 
Him, his Church put inco flames, and all that is Sacred, 
and devoced to his honour, calcined, and converted into- 
aſhes, Bar let all ſach perſons have a care: The Lord of 
Hoſts is their . He ſets himſelf in battel againſt 


them: and that diſdain, which they coaſtantly breathe,diſ- 
ges all men, no man loves to be contemned, and that 
on is but in an ill condition, who hath neither 


G 


the love. 


(14) 

ot eres clouds of conmmmely, and 
e his Embaſſadovrs as ridiculous as Harss did Devide. 
Thereis ſome affinity in the Hebrew berwixt "VI a ward, 
and \P? which fignifies the plague. Theſe by their pe- 
ſtilentiall words -and i breath deſire to infe&t the good 
names of others, that they. may be in no capacity ro with- 

ſtand them. Such in the Predition of S, Paw/ | 
the laſt times are ſtiled Ha&oAo, They pon_—_ _ 

of that temper, which he is of, who is uſually known 
the name s faCAG , He has been ave 1n all Ages 
in defaming the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip of God, and thoſe 
who have been peculiarly devoted to the advancement of 
ie, Pefore the coming of Chysft he raiſed a report, that 
6ymp-1. 4.4.5. the Jews worſhipped a Swine, This gained ſo much be- 
p- 970: a. 1.5, fs that itis diſputed in Plwr&cb what ſhould be the rex- 
425, Lip, ſon of ſo deep an Infaruation, It was with equall confidence 
Joc con. A- aſſerted; t gave Divine honour toan Als. Apies 
Pe, ** affirmes, that, whenthe Temple was ranſacked by 4x- 
oe head of an Aſs was found in the 
_ | Chriſtian Religion, after it came to be 
ed by our Blefled' Lord and tus Holy Apoſtles, recei- 
vedthe (are meaſure with advantage, - It was crediblyre- 
ported, that thoſe whoembraced it, when they did con» 
vene, uſed to kill an infant aa token of their coafeders- 
Min. Fi, 300... Commentaries of the As of Chriſt and Plate were 
EuC.Hilt, 1. 9. forged, full of reproach and "bla , and two infa- 
£.4-f-259.C4l. rmons Women edto aſſert, 'thatthey had once been 
Chriſtians, and that they knew by their own-experience 
thoſe things to be trae, which were contained in them, 
The ſame temper of Calumniating till remains,” The e- 
vil ſpirit takes no delight in-Order , and therefore where 
br finds it ſertled, he endeqyours 'to load it —_— 
ac of Antichriſt inthe inſtitutions of 'Chr5/f, 2nd 
that thoſe who adhere to them, are wrived at Kowe,when 
they areno nearer then Fersſalem, If there be any failings 
10 


ways exiſting under ſome form: and every form being dil- 
"iced by the railery of one Parry againſt another: The 
Atheiſt is apt.to conclude , that 1815 not io be fonnd un- 


derany of eheuns and by conſequence, that itis nothing 
bac 3 Genericall noon,” a mea Chimera, 2 Phancalm 


Gn 02 be vigilant in. preventing, this | 2. It 
5amanesob ſome-difficalty.. $7447 "PE  Parnbo, 1. amiſt; 618. 


(16) 
Trath, 2 Tim: 4. 4. perfeRtly deaf to all _ 
ions which t th Semey of er wenn 
potent argurnemts as (0 
rations to diſquiet' them 1 ur pr por 6— 
ty, Like the Adder IIS though the 
Charmer charm never ſo wiſely, WO upon their 
own Party to be as Gideons Fleece, filled with Celeſia 
dew, when all the Earth about chem lies dry.. They bave 
ſailed fo far in the Ocean of- Truth, that they are arrived 
at Hercules Pillars, -'Whatſoever may-be thought of a 
Terra incognits ; yet they do not think there is any Celum 
incegnitum, This makes them to diſdain the advice of 
all who differ from them, negleQ to atrend upon that 
Miniſtry, which is fertled ro give them bertet Information, 
ro uſe the common ® whichtheywill doinalle. 
ther caſes, mono DUPGASDEI Titleto 
their Eftares, t with the moſt learned Coun- 
cil:: if any di Vin how bodies, with the moſt 
rienced Phyſician : |bat-if chete be any diſtemper in 
Soul, (as though rake enchriride, whicbdld delog 
to them) every Mountebank and bold Undertaker-in Di- 
viaity will ſerve the turn, and ſhall be preferred before 


thoſe Miniſters who have. t their tume-in. 
the Holy Scriptures, | beſt T0 inter- 
prec them, and may a much fairer claim to the Aids 


of the Divine S It it was the method. of 
Spreopon a Old Teſtament to.conferr a 
vpon thoſe who had been trained up in xy rv 
= the counſel) otS, Pad] in the New, co 

4:here is much more-realoa 


Rand gazing abou them, 
4 1s Oper, When menare © eſpouſed to their own 


" (x7) 
, "that they are _ perſetly deaf ro the inſtru- 
Goo of all others: the next ſtep they take, is to at- 
tempt the introduction of confuſion z hoping, if they can 
be ſo unfortunate, as to break off che golcen Rings,where- 
by the parts of the Community are chained —— and 
melt chem with their intemperate heat, the Idol, which 
they defire tro ere&t, may come forth. It js believed, thar 
Bel,the Babylonian Numes, is derived from 72 confundere, 
2nd imports a$ much as Confuſion, This is a Deity, to 
which not onely Heathens, ve ww who gomnge to 
betcer principles, pay to00 muc . To this th 
lacrifice their diflatisfations with publick Order, They 
take diſtaſt at the leaſt defeR : quarrel with the Sun be- 
cauſe of his ſpots, are dilpleaſed with the Golden age, 
becauſe of ſome droſs in it- They are not fully reconciled 
to the T heocracy of the Old Teſtament; becauſe ſome 
things were permitted propter duyitiem cordis, They can- 
not prevail with themſelves to take contencment in any 
Conſtitution, that is not arrived at an abſolute PerfeRion: 
and are unwilling to conſider, that the incommodities, 
which they complain of, will be as nothing, it compared 
with thoſe miſchiefs, which are the inevitable conſequences 
of a diſſolution, Theſe take pleaſurego contemplate in 
their > wh inconveniences which areat hand z 
and magnifie into amazing and terrlying proporti” 
00s: but never uſe their Teleſcopes to view the dreadfull 
Calamities which are afar off, and will certainly attend 
the ſubverſion ot the preſent Polity, He is very much a 
ſtranger to the nature of the Church, who believes, ir can 
continue without order : and he is asmucha er to our 
affairs, who conceives ,- if the preſent Order had a period 
putunto it, that the Diflenters would ever pitch upon 
one Way, in the which they would all , Thoug 
they may be unanimous and harmonious in the Methods of 
- Suby ; 548: when choy come 65 halld, ageia, Cum 


(8 
will be as much Diſcord and Confuſion, as there wis at pg" 
bel, And it Order be neceflary, and none can be 
upon among our ſelves, what can we expeR, but that the 
Romaniſts our of their abundant Charity (hould commiſe. 
rate our caſe, and do us the kindneſs, when the Commn- 
nity is diſſolved, to caſt us into their own mould ? who 
in ſtead of three Ceremonies will intradace an hundred 
In the room of the Liturgy, which the moſt acuminared 1n- 
relle& is not able with juſtice to charge with aty errouwr, 
impoſe offices, which are ſtuffed with rhe " 
ſtirions: in the place of the Church, in which thereare the 
moſt efficacious inducements to a Good Life, ere& one, in 
which there are ———_ impediments, And to add to 
this favour, inſtead of convincing usincoa ſubmiſhon by 
the light of the Sacred Oracles, will uſe a mote 
dions way, and do it by fire, - Indeed it is (aid, they ate 
now grown better narared, bur ir is ill rroſting, ſo loog a 
their conſtiration remains the ſame, If their being 
under by the Laws of this Nation hath wrought them imo 
better temper, ir is pitty they ſhould be tempted or of 
their — advanrages- of Power, 'It is true, 
conc. Triden, they will ſo far oblige thoſe, who by fomenting our Dj- 
{7.9.610,61%, yiſions keep open gap tor them, as ro ——_ jus divi- 
A #um of Prelates, and tro fink them into the ſame Order 
with Presbyters: but at the borrom no kindneſs is intended, 
Their defign being to advance the B, of Rowe, they make 
him and not Chriſt the itamediate Fountain of that Aurho- 
rity, which the Governouwrs of the Church are veſted in: 


and Tranſubſtantiatioa the ” > t of their 
Religion,and mo — aokes Su ir, they 
ae unwilling to allowany'Order in the Charch ſaperiot to 
them, believing,chat ſuch a Conceflion may leſſen the d- 


ty of that M . | | 
yep en of the Diſeaſe, borh in general 


itherto I have 
and particular, which is ſoppoſed in the T ext. _ 


(19) 

ſhall paſs on to the Remedy, namely, an Apoſtolicall or 
Gal Authority and InſpeRtion, What S. Paul and 
$. Barnabas did, was not an act of Charity onely, but Au- 
thority, This was the gapugyy» in the Primitive age, 
which was uſed ia otder co the preventing and healing Di- 
lewnns As our blefled Lord retained the Power 1n his 
own hand during his refidence upon the Earth, ſo likewiſe 
did his Apoſtles. And therefore as he is ſtiled Z3iovomm:, 
1 Pet. 2, 25, ſo then Office $hovgw, AFFs 1.10, The In- 
ſpeion of the Churches within a certain precin& was com- 
mitted co chem, - $, Fames was ſertled betimes at Fers- 


[alem for this Sacred purpoſe. $, Pawl at his firſt coming, Gal.:. 18, 14. 


found him reſiding upon his Epiſcopall Charge : at his 


laft both him and his Elders in a moſt ſolemn Aſſembly, 48s »:.:3. 
The Brethren came from him to An#och as their Bithop 5, ,.. 


about Ecclefiaſticall Concerns, Although others of the 


Apoſtles were preſent at Ferwſaltm: yet the Canon of the a8s 15,20. 
Council was drawn up in his words, Ewſebiws (aies, that x,y, win. 
the Chair, which was peculiar to him, was preſerved unto Eccl.c.7. c.9, 


his time. 
This ſettlement was made immediately after che Paſſion 
of our Lord as a patterator-thereſt of the Apoſtles to imi- 
ure —_ | Plantations. As pays x _ 
Nations, begi at Ferwuſalem, Luke 
24-27, bfeniſ the res the converted Na- 
tions were to be governed, 7ſa, 2, 3, Therefore $, Pas! in 
order to the Reforming ſome abuſes at Corinth, racitely 
makes an ro ir, as the place from which che Word of 
the Lord firſt came, 1 Coy, 14. 36, There being animpoſ- 
hibility, thatall chings in every place (ſhould come to 2 
fulneſs of growth, and be' ripened into an exaQneſs of 
Order in 2 moment; - Divine providence f[ertled ar firſt 
this ſenſible rule for all, who were intereſted in the Regi- 
ment of the Church, to operate by, and come up unto 
= the crcuaſances'of every place would permit. And 
Walls 2 &> 


(66) , | | 
therefore in a Conformity to it, we read of Tits being 
left in Crete, _ T, _ at Epbeſw, Their not 

ding alwaysSin thole places, can be no more an argument 
of cheir - being Bilbops there, then it would be, that 
Richard the Firſt was not King of England, becauſe on: 
Chronicle repreſents him ſometimes in Cyprss, ſometimes 
in Germany, ſometimes in the Holy . 

Agreeable likewiſe to this pattern are the ſeven Angels 
enthroned in the Churches of 4ſfis by the approbation of 
our bleſled Lord, as is maniteſt by ts. letters crothem, in 
which he commends thoſe Vertues, which did appear in the 
diſcharge of their FunRion, His night hand was the firma- 
ment, in which thoſe Pleiades were fixed. 

They cannot ( as ſome would perſwade us) fignifie ſe- 
ven Churches, The Churches are ſtiled Candleſticks, the 
Angels Stars, So long as Stars are of a nature diſtin 
from Candleſticks, the Angels muſt import ſome thing 
different trom the Churches. 

Neither can they be ſeven Colleges of Elders , for 
o a/14AC6- properly denotes one individual. Thisis the 
conſtane import of it in all other parts of holy Writ: 
and there is nothing in the Context, which may oblige us 
ro depart from the cuſtomary ſignification, - The plorall 
vikiy C, 2. V. 24, harhno neceſſary relation to the a 4 
of Thyatiras but may- without any incongruity be-refer- 
red to thoſe who are mentioned v, 23, 1 will give tecue- 
ry one of you according to his works x, that is, you who have 
received the doftrine of Fezebel, ſhall receive puniſhment 
according to the merit of your crime : and then ir follows, 
but I ſay unto you, and to, the. reſt; which have not this 
x as X age yon wr _—_— not to deſert 

e proper im any -word, ' and: fie to.an improper, 
but where thoſe things which 'ſtand in conjundtion. put 3 
neceſſity upon us, 

Neither can the ſeven Angels be ſeyen Paſtours of fo 
many 


4 | (21) | 

many particular Congregations, For all,which did adhere 

=_ Doctrine of Chriſt in the Lydian Aſia, arecontained 
under the Seven Churches: and it will be very difficult 
for any to believe, that there were no more Congregations 
within that Compaſs, In Epheſss alone, where it is ſaid, 
that the Word of the Lord mightily grew, At#s 19.20, there 
could be no fewer then that number, Oratories and pla- 
ces of Convention could be of no great capacity in thoſe 
times, when Chriſtians were hindred from building by con- 
tinuall ſtorms of Perſecution, 

Therefore there is nothing left for  «/26AG. to lignifie 
but one Individuall Perſon having the care and inſpection of 
divers Congregations. The beſt Records next unto the 
Scripture inform us, that Polycarp one undoubtedly in- 
veſted in a power of this Latitude, was the Angel of 
the Church of Smyrna. From whence we may eafily com- 
pute, what we are to determine concerning the reſt , all 
the ſeven Stars being repreſented without any diſparity in 
their Magnicude, 

Timothy and Titus with theſe Seven muſt not be looked 
upon 2$ Preſidents, or Chairmen onely, having a Primacy 
of Order among the Presbyters. It js moſt evident, that 
they had not onely a power to Viſit, and govern the Lai- 


, but the Deacons and Elders themſelves. Theſe they 1 Tiw.3. Ty 
dexamine, ordain, provide for their maintenance, had ** *** '7> '7: 
ity to receive an accuſacion againſt chem, ſtop the Tit... 


mouths of ſuch who did teach falſe doctrine, reject the '*; 
Hereticall, and are charged in their ſeverall Confiſtories 
to prejudice no man, nor to be byaſſed with any partiall 


regards, - The Angel of Epheſus is commended tor trying Rev.:.z. 
thoſe who pretended. to-be Apoſtles: of Thyatira repro- *": *2*+ 


ved for ſuffcring ſuch as did teach and ſeduce the people: 
which can argue noleſs then a Superiority veſted in- them 

over the Paſtours and Teachers of thoſe Churches. 
If the power had not been in theſe Perſons alone, why 
1s 


(22) | 
is the Charge direRted to them,commendation given,when 
performed , reprehenſion, when negleRted, without rhe 
leaſt mention of any coordinate Society * Had they been 
in the quality of Chairmen onely (whoſe office is to 
ſerve Order in the Convention) without any conclufive 
power in themſelves, the doing of che things would not 
have been impoſed as their duty, but the modus or man- 
ner, how they were to be done: namely not in acontuſed 
and tumulruary way, but in methods agreeable to the 
Rules of all regular Societies. | 

When Timothy is commanded ts fight the goed fight, lay 
hold on eternal lite, to keep that which was comnutred to 
him: and Tit»s toſpeak the things which become ſound 
Dodtrine, rebuke with all Authority, avoid fooliſh que- 
ſtions : we may as well conclude, that theſe things were 
not to be done without the concurrence of the 
as thoſe before mentioned, There is nothing expreſſed 
in,the Text which diſcovers any diſcrimination. The 
independency of their Power is viſible in the deportment of 
the Apoſtles, whoſe Delegates they were, S, Pawichal- 
lengeth to himſelf alone an Authority to ſet in order what 
was amils, to deliver to Satan, to viſit with his rod, and 
exempts no degrees, whether Elders or people from being 
the objeRts of ir. 

Ewſebiss out of Clemens informs us of $. Fohn's Viſit- 
tion of the Clergy and Laity in the Churches of Aſs. F- 
piphanins of S, Peters in Pontus and Bythinis, It Tits 
and Timathy were delegated rodothe work of an A 
aS it is moſt evident they were: and an Apoſtle did at 
without a dependance upon the Elders, we have reaſon 
ro conclude thar their obligations to them were no greater. 

Elders indeed were ordained in every City, but not to- 
governalone, What they did was in a ſubordination to 
the Apoſtles. The Apoſtles ated without their concur- 
rence: but we never read that they did any thing, tr 

w 


(323) | 

which they were nor accountable to the Apoſtles, In the 
caſe of the inceſtaous Corinthian, the Spirit and Authority 
of $. Pawl was the firſt mover. In the Ordination of 
Timothy, the haads of the holy Apoſtle were fignally in- 
tereſted.: 

If any find themſelves diſpoſed to believe, that this Au- 
thority to Viſit and Govern the Clergy by a fingle Perſon 
wasa remedy adapted onely to the Primitive times; and 
that in after-ages the Apoſtolicall Superiority was to be 
laid afide, a Parity prevail: they will meet with no 
ſmall inducememt toalter their minds, if chey pleaſe impar- 
tially roweigh theſe three Particulars , Thereaſon of the 
thing, the declaration of God, the praftiſe of the Univer- 
fall Church. | 

1. Thereaſon of the thing. The conſtitution of the 
Church is ſuch, char it cannot continue long in Repairs 
without Inſpe@ion and Government, Thoogh the Uni- 
verſall is built upona Rock, yet particular Churches are 
lable to Dilapidations, And if Government be neceſla- 
ry, no Form ought to take place and be preterred betore 
that which prevailed in the Apoſtolicall Age. Thoſe 
who are moſt under the power of imagination, will (carce- 
ly be able ro fancy, that He who his precious bloud 
inorder to the purchaſing a Church, ſhould be ſo oacon- 
cemed for it, as to leave it in the world without Roles of 
Settlement : that He who did ere this new Society, 
ſhould contrary to the method of a'l Founders, leave it 
without Statutes preſcribing the modes of Regulation: 
That He who had the government - upon his ſhoulder 
ſhonld aſcend with it to Heaven,and not eirin ſome 
prudent hands to ſecare his Sabjects upon the earth againſt 
the inevitable inconveniences of Anarchy : that He who 
isthe great Shepherd, ſhould leave his Flock either ro be 
- Wa ers fn rremalous decifions of their own diſcre- 
con, or elſe the-pleafure of the Civil Powers, which dy 

iS 


(24) 
his unerring preſcience, he was aſſured would have for 
three hundred. years the ſame degree ot kindneſs for t 
as Wolves have tor Sheep: that He who atter his Reſur- 
rection ſpent fourty days upon the Earth, ſpeaking of the 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, ſhould pals by 
in ſilence the regiment of ir, which isa matter of no ſmall 
moment, and hath an inſeperable connexion with the ſub- 
je of his diſcourſe: that He who gave a poſitive com- 
miſſion to his Apoſtles undoubtedly containing ſomething 
over and above os dictates of Nature, ( which are, that 
the Church muſt be governed, in the Government there 
mult be a Superiority in ſome, a Subordination in others, 
Superiows muſt have all becoming regards expreſled to 
them, Inferiours be accountable for the violation of their 
Rules. ) and yetexpreſs nothing concerning the particular 
form of Goverament, which is the onely poſitive which 
could have been added to what the Light of Nature gives 
us the perception of, Though it is too great a preſumpti- 
on to determine, what chrif bath appointed, by what we 
conceive he ought to appoint z our intelleas being no com- 

tent judges of the Methods of his Wiſdom : yer when we 
find by Revelation, that he hath inſtituted a Church,would 
have this Charch to be one, this one Church co be well go- 
verned, that ſome mode of Government is of indiſpen 
neceſſity in order to this end it is not unbecoming our 
Chriſtian humility to pronounce, that he hath appointed 
a particular Form, He who wills the end, never fails 
cocontrive the means which conduce toit. Amongſt the 
_ - na. _ we do not onely rank thoſe _ 
which are in the Scripture in particular rions, 
+= nee hath an Aleperable nnenin ch ſuch 

ioms. 

Aad if ic bereaſonable to believe, thatour bleſled Lord 
hath appointed ſome Government; none can make 2 more 
juſt claim to be ir, then that which was praRiiſed __ 

y 


_ (269/ | "9 
of thoſe who re notinveſted' 27t 
IN 
duly qualified ro rule a whole Nation in 'Civilconcerns, 
onbredly one Perfon maybe fit ro ſuperintend in Ec- 
ne or Diviſion of it, 


-burch as irtadin the} 
erimten 'over the Clergy e- 
nce and 


eff 


This Imparity hath a 
and therefore ir hath 
—Srmiry | 


Cd prot« 


dbrder is, when there we 


Joh. 20, ZI, 


Mat. L $.30, 


- 
-” 


. Allthis, ad can-demonſtrate 
then that there isthe ſame reaſon now for' an 
Ectleſiaſticall Government, as'was inthe A 


BN 
poll 

and'if the ſame, then it was agreeable co 
Divine Will ia that time,it muſt neceſſarily be (0 
ſtill, For the will ot every 'rarional Agent never never let 
but with [reaſon , ſo long as the reaſots conrinues the 
ſame, ir muſt be preſumed, char there is no muration in his 

will, 

2. As —_—_— of paced og ſo the declaration of 


rpc ag ther? D oedreceived their 


hm, Craepalcee Aran RTE | 


is believed ) in che 
where the terms of their Commiſſion were more 


fully oe 4 
ified den re wha fervor wa ——— 
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ne maya 
ks The 


a= meal tr 
commilien of ch na an! Apo 
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neceſirily 


influence 
ad ry | 


4 $1 " 
nag te 


Saints, till all be mY = 
elem ic ann ah, which Lo 


RT a the cod by chaied ce A 


Aolicall Fua&ion is nor yerarrivedar ics: fagall Period, If 
Cy that this argumenc will concludeas well far 


underſtand any other s, then 

$kilt.co preach the Goſpel-omof rhe Books of the Ol 
Teſtamear, ſuch as Fudas and'5ilas were, - When the gif 
i$ | 5 'T Cor. I9, 2, the 


in uſe 


was ; "In the | 
whic eatly-date; when S. Pas! reckons firſt A- 
ſecondly Prophers ;-and rhe merhod which he uſeth 


evan py orga pr wr ios a 
, arch « that a to-the 
I eee Feleating © the holy Apoltes 
to 

oh ang ends man | Eph, 2. 20, We read 
of theiy ; hands "in an Apoſtolicall manner, 44 
Jv! ,#hois enjoined to do the work of an Evan- 

diſt, did cooperate with S. Pal, and' miniſter to him in 
_ , I ſeeno perſoas 

may not ſtill be conitinaed, ' Biſhops are Succeſſots 6 ord 
axry 10 the Apoliles, their Suffragans to the Prophets ant 
vaſe 


(and | 
» Ir is-r0/be noced, "chat as che ace 
inthe ſame Verſe: 1 


t6'wharc. . V, 14% 
macs howro 


in his own: perſon, 
thall be aſuccefſion 
tothe ſecond Com! 


w—4y 


command/. which. Timethy:is chatged £0: keep!) 
k 


| the appearing of the-Lord Fejus we-ate 
I Timethy's deceale., - The time of 
never (0 ſtiled by $, 2awl or any ocher in any partof Holy 
Writ: anditisnor ſafe and —_— — co attribute to the 
Apoſile;a manner of ſpeaking, neither he, nor any 
before bimdid ever uſe, Whereas the laſt coming of Chrif 
: Tim. 4.1, i frequently ſtiled 33iga><n * and the Context, which's . 
T,2. 13. Ao bad Interpreter, doth determineic to this ſencein this 
place z for it imports ſuch an appearance, as the bleſſed 
and onely Patentate:: ſhall ſhew :x54e9% - 191055 temwpore, 
5pſe novit, namely ar che Day-of Judgement, the 
e-of which He hath entirely r to himſelf, 
All this can amount tonoleſs then a Declaration of the 


beeachofthe 


the Emperours to the Faith of Chrift: or elſe in her pro- 
ſperity,aſter Conſtantine the Great had obtainee thechrone 
There are gone who doubt, whether an Apoſtolicall-im- 
party Povpiled under he laſt Perjod, | All the hefitancy 
15 about the firſt ; and yer upon a deliberate reflexion the 
matter will be beyond diſpute. This is made up. of three 
Cenruries, the firſt of which muſt neceſſarily be reſigned 
to the Apoſtles and their Delegates, who undoubtedly did 
ecilcant a Lys {as we haye before demon- 
; as 3% 1 the of'; 


it, 20d wrote his Revelation about the ninety ſeventh Year, 
deſcribes the Churches of Aſia, every one wich m_y 
Ange 
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to ſuperintend and govern all, as well Teachers as 
hogs and left them in T74jaxs time under this imparity, 
As for the third Century, we have undoubred inſtances 
ofa like inequality. In the Church of Alexendriz, Demetrius Hicrom.in 4- 
the Biſhop excommunitcated Origen 2 Presbyter, In thef% 4 Ru. 
Church of Carthage,Cyprien paſl; ps 59. Fan. 


ed the ſame cenſure upon &5;4 
Feliciſſimus, His taking upa reſolution not toaRt nib A _ 2, 
the counſel of his Presbyters,was but a voluntary and pru- 

dent accommodation to ſome circumſtances "which were 

peculiar to him in his Eleion, and no prejudice to his Hi- 

earchicall Power, which he abundantly aflerts to be veſted 

i him by a Divine Inſtitution, 

In the Church of Antioch,the deportment of the Biſhops 
towards Pawlns Samoſatenss 10 ſupp! his Herefie is an EuC. H, s. 
evident demonſtration of the exiſtence of ſuch Perſons ar © 7-© **- 
thattime, In che Church of Rowe, Novatianss a Presby- ul. c. 6.c.15. 
ter his Rey three Biſhops ro conſecrate him, that he 

joht be in a capacity upon equall terms to enter the liſts 

th Corneliss, aflures us ; that they had then a Conſecra- 
tioa diſtin from che Ordination of Elders. Diexyſiss's Con- plain. in virs 
faing the Presbyrers to particular Congregations, and (er- Dionyl. 
ting out the juſt limits of cheir Pariſhes can evince no leſs 
then a Superiority over them, 

Ia the laſt part of the ſecond Century, he that reads the 
conteſt berwixt Yi&or and the Aſian Bi about the ce- Euſ. H.1.5.c. 
lebration of Eaſter : the interpolals of Polycrates B, of E- *3» *+ 
Wheſss, and Irex.eus Bilhop of Lyons in order to the making 
a ſure, muſt doa great deal of violence to his own 
nar ver before he will be able to perſwade himſelt , 
that there was not at that time ſuch an order of Men very 
well known in the World, 

Thisis ſo evident, that Blondell himſelf doth _ ac» 
knowledge an Epilcopall Power to be lodged in a fingle 
Perſon about the fortierh year of the ſecond Century, So 
that granting, that the Apoſtles and their Suffraganes did 

F 


recain 


- 


(314) 
retain the Regiment of the Church in their own hands do- 
ring the firſt, which cannot be denied by any,who impartial. 
ly peruſe the records of the New Teſtamear, the queſtion 
wh.ch hath given ſo much Moleſtation to the Chriſtian 
World,will be reduced to this ſtate : Whether the Church 
for the ſpace of ſixteen hundred years and upwards hath 
| been without the Apoſtolicall or Epiſcopall Goverament 
for the ſpaceof Forty onely, 

Should we grant that which can never be proved,name. 
ly, that the Stream of Apoſtolicall Authority did, like 
the river Guadian in Spain, conceal it (elf, and run under 
ground for this little time, this would no more be anargy- 
ment to induce us to believe, that the uſe of it is to be (u- 
perſeded, then it was to the 1/raclstes, that rhe Regall 
power was to be laid aſide, becauſe of the interregnams, 
which did _—_ puta demurr upon the ſucceſſion, 

But ſecondly it doth not appear, that there hath been 
any ſuch izterregnum in the Church and Kingdom of Chrift, 
Notwithſtanding the obſcurities of the Hiſtory ot that time, 
yet there are catalogues extant of the chieteſt Cities, as 
Feruſalem, Antioch, Alexandria, Rome; wherein are nz- 
med the fingle Perſons as diſtin trom ang (aperior toPres- 
byters, who were intereſted in the Power of InſpeRion du- 
ting the ſpace which is ſpoken of: and if it was thus in 
the greater Cities, it is not hard to divine, how it wasin 
the leſs, TheUnity of the Church inclades a Uniformi- 
ty of Government, The firſt who leads the Van in the 
catalogue is either an Apoſtle or Evongeliſt, as $, Peter in 
that of Antsoch, S, Mark in that of Alexandria, whoun- 
doubtedly were veſted in an Epiſcopall JuriſdiQion, Thoſe 
who conclude it, are — by all to have che ſame 
yr ny it qu be = _y thoſe —_— no 

d reaſon can be produced, they being repreſented, as 
ving an equa!l (hare in the Succefſion , which cannot be, 
except they were ia the fruition of the ſame Power. gow 
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"" 099) 
ceſſion but not in the ſame thing —_ ReſurreRion, bot 
not of the (ame Body , which 1s norel ion at all, 

Let us ſuppoſe amongſt the nine * Apywmn at Athens, 
one of chem the firſt Year to be veſted in a Superiority 0- 
yer his Colleagues, as an Apoſtle or an Evangeliſt was 0- 
yer the Elders, and the next the conſtitation to be meta- 

ized intoa Parity, and to continue for forty Years, 
25 Blondell conceives the Eccleſiaſtical! equality did, and 
then after the expiration of that Term, the former impari- 
to be introduced again: It would be an incongruity 
Ar to be paralleled rorepreſent the *A:qwy of p. (e- 
cond Year as a Succefſor to him of the fuſt, he enjoying 
nothing of his Power : or the "A:4 of the forty firſt ro 
him ot the fortieth, he enjoying a Power paramount, 
which the other was never acquainted with, 

This would be as inconvenient, asif we ſhould make a 
liſt of the Kings of Rome, and after Tarquinime Superbus 
place Fwnins Britns who was next to him in power, but of 
_——— nature z the Government being changed, 
2nd the Community now under Conſuls, 

Itis true, there may be catalogues of ſingle Perſons ſac- 
ceeding one another in a Priority of Order as well as of 
Power: but this isnothing to our preſent caſe, Here are 
liſts before us, and all in them repreſented to be upon equall 
terms, as having a fruition of the ſame Immunities, and 
the firſt and laſt are confefled to have aSuperiority of Power 
over their Colleagues, from whence a computation may be 
afily made, what we may conclude concerning the reſt. 
Thoſe who ſay, though the Apoſtles ſtand at the head of 
the Catalogues, yet they are not included in them, con- 
tadi@ the ſenſe of primitive Antiquity, which accounts all 
- eli to be Succeſlonrs to wo es, A Snccelſcer 
&a Predeceſlour being relatives, which go always together, 
if the Succeſſour beinthe roll,the Predecefſour muſt neceſ- 
larily be ſo, It will noc be eafie to diſappoint the PRE 
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ot this argument, if the Catalogues may be admitted 
Authentick : and why they ſhould not, 1 ſee no juſt reaſon. 

The variations in them are not uncapable of a reconcili. 
ation, and they argue ſtrongly that they are not the fiQions 
of a private Invention,” Forgeries ule to beta harmonious 
and uniform in way punitilio, They were colleted by a 
$kilfull hand, who had great advantages to poſſeſs himſelf 
with the true (ſenſe of the Monuments of Antiquity. Hig 
acknowledgement, « pa1oy «T&r, that it wasnot eaſie to 
make ſome of them, is no diſcredit ro their Authority, 
The difficulty in demonſtrating” ſome propotidiens fr 
Ewclide - is no juſt exception againſt their certainty,” 
The Infallible Oracles are not without their doin, 
They were ſoclear in 1renews's time, that he aſſerts, he 
was able to number the very Perſons which did lineally de- 
ſcend from the Apoſtles : and in Tert#ll;ans, that he chal. 
lengeth the Herericks to ſhew the like ſucceſſions, 1t they 
had been of adubious Authority, it had not been agreeable 
to the prudence of thoſe learned Fathers to value the cauſe 
which chey undertook ro maintain,ſo much _ their ac- 
count,as it is plain they did,to all who peruſe their writings, 

It might be added as no prejudice to their Repuration, 
that they were begun by the _— themſelves, as is e- 
vident by Clemens Romanus in his Epiſtte to the Coriathi- 
ans, Inorder to the quieting thole tumules which did 
occaſion his writing, he tells chem,. that the Apoſtles did 
underſtand by our Lord Feſ#s , that there would be a con- 
tention WE 9youglO. ms bnoxgns, concerning the name tr 
dignity of Epiſcopacy, and therefore having a perteR fore- 
ſighr, did conſtiture Biſhops and gave &#»ownr or >mwe- 
wry a roll or catalogue of ſome approved Perſons to ſuc- 
ceed and execute their Office after wn deceaſe, 

This teſtimony, as it aſſures us that the Catalogues we 
treat of, were begun by the Apoſtles: ſo likewiſe, that 
Biſhops in Clemens's time, who lived within the _— 


under debate, were ſuch as are properly ſo ſtiled ; to wit, 
Perſons veſted in a Superiority over Elders, We never, 
read of rolls or catalogues of meer Presb as lineally 
deduced from the Apoſtles, confidered 1n that ſtate in 
which they died, Indeed Ireneus mentions the ſucceſſi- L. ;.c. 2. 
ons of Presbyters : but he who will give himſelf leaſure ro {+ + +++ 
ponder the Context, will eaſily diſcern, that he means no 
others then Biſhops, the promiſcuous uſe of thoſe words 
being not rotally laid aſide -1n his time, 

It it ſhould be granted, that he underſtands ſuch as are 

now uſua'ly known by that Name, no prejudice would re- 
dound toour aflertion, The Apoſtles may be conſidered 
in a twofold capacity , either as they were before the Re- 
furretion, when they were ordained to Preach, bur not to 
Rule: or after, when they were inveſted with their Epi- 
ſcopall Power, It Presbyters be repreſented as Succeſ- 
ſours tothe Apoſtles in any ancient Record, the Apoſtles 
ze conſidered in the firſt capacity, and not in the laſt, 
which Clemens ſpeaks of, Thisis fully expreſſed by 1gng- Evi. «4 Mag... 
tizs, who aſſerts that the Biſhop ſucceeds «s my 73 
Ori in the place of Chriſt, who is God, the Presbyters 4: 
mm cure ers 77%) AmgtrAuy inthe _ the Bench of 
the Apoſtles, namely, as they were when Chriſt was ther 
Biſhop upon earth, and they as Presbyters ſubject ro his 
appointments, as their ues direory, 

Itisan ungrounded prelumption, that Clemens by 3% p, ,,;,. 
> 6. underſtands nothing bur an Elder, becauſe _ 
when he mentions the cuſtorh of the Apoſtles,which was to 
ſet apart Ts ama; wmwy their ib fraits, he names 


onely 54:04 7%5 x; Hzx9rvs as the produt of their Ordi- 
nation, Theſe two words comprehend all who werecon- 
cerned in the Primitive Government. The Apoſtles and 
Elders were Biſhops, the Elders over the Laity, the A-- 
poltles over the Laity and Elders too, - The Evangeliſts 
and thoſe who did miniſter to the Elders were 41249v0:, 


the 
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the firſt to the Apoſtles, andare in the modern 

$14:426 Hen, dtile called caffcatan Bilhops z the ſecond to the Presbyrers, 

8, 14. they upon all occafions helping them, as the Evangeliſts 
did the Apoſtles, 

If che Canons'of the Apoſtles, or 7gnativs might be 
permitted to ſpeak in this caſe, a ſudden period would be 
put to this Controverſie, And truely why a liberty of 
Speech ſhould be denied to the firſt, ſeeing they fay nothing 
in this particular, but what is incorporated into the Canons 
of Oecumenicall Synods , and was the practice of all ſub- 
ſequent Ages: or to the Second after fo perſp'cuous and 

rindic. Epiſt. learned a vindication, as hath been lately mace of his Au- 
>. 1g2.  thority, Iſeenoreaſonarall, | 
In #pift. a4 $ Ferom,whom Blondell profeſſerh to follow,if throughly 
conſidered, will be found to have no favourable aſpeR 
his opinion, All thathe ſpeaks,amountsto no morethenthi 

The Apoſtles and their Delegates during their abode in 
the world did hold che Government of the Church in their 
own hands, Theſe in every City conſtituted Elders,which 
were promiſcuouſly called by the name of Presbyrters and 
Biſhops torule in a Subordination to chemſelves, As the 
ptimary Apoſtles, and thoſe who were ordained by their 
Hands to ſucceed them,began to wear off, there ſprang up 
a Schiſm among the People not much unlike unto that 
which diſquieted the Church, when $. Paw! wrote to the 
Corinthians, every one adhering to him as his Apoſtle or 
primary Biſhop, by whom he had been baptized. Ynsſ- 
quiſque eos, quos baptizaverat, ſuns eſſe putabat. The con- 
troverſie was not, whether one ſhould have the Power over 
them; (the praftice of the Apoſtles in ordaining ſingle Per- 
ſons to ſucceed them, was ſo evidentiall and in their 
memories, that there could be no heſitancy in that parti- 
cular) but who was to be the Perſon, In order to the 
healing this Schiſm, #oto orbe decretum eff, it was univer- 
ſally decreed : ( whereas before Presbyters did communi rr 
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that now -One ſhould be choſen our of their own number, 
and have a Superintendency over thereſt, as the Apoltles 
and their Delegates uſe to have, This is the ſam of what 
Ferome doth deſign, 

The Perſon thus (er over had not onely the Tewwys 3- 
1 24a but a Primacy of Furiſdiition. For before this change 
in the College of the Presbyters there muſt neceſlarily be 
One, who in the abſeace of the Apoſtles had jus prime 
Calgdre. This is efſentiall roall regular Conventions, 
no Order can be maintained without it: therefore by this 
new Decree ſomething being conferred, which none of che 
Presbyters did enjoy before, it canbe nothing but primatus 
jwiſdid# ons. 4 

1his Conſtitution was made long before the fortieth 
year of the ſecond Century, S. Feroe calls it an Apo- 
ſtolicall tradition, which cannot be crue in any proper ſerlle, 
except it began in the age,in which the Apoſtles lived : and 
25 an evidence of his mind, that he did not ſpeak impro- 
perly,he gives an example of the praQtiſe of it in the Church 
of Alexandria, from the death of $. Mark, which was in 
the eighth Year of Nero, above ſeventy Years before Blon- 
dells £r8. | 
If Blosdels Apology had been permitted to (ee the light 


with that concluſion which be himſelf put co it, we hould * 


have needed no other retutation of his Opinion, Forthere 
he did acknowledge Epiſcopacy robe an Apoſtolicall-Con- 
ſtitution, which he could not with reaſon have aſſerted,ex- 
cept he had believed, that its Epoch was higher,and more 
early then the fortiech Year of the ſecond Century, 

In order to the overthrow of the Qaiverſalicy of Prela- 
cy, itis uſually alledged, that the Gothick Churches were 
governed without it tor ſeventy Years till W{ph;las's time: 
The Scottiſh by the Culdei, who were Presbyters onely ill 
Pall adins : that the tranſmar;ine Churches, which are re- 


fl;o ina ſubordination to the Apoſtles govern the Church) 
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formed according to the primitive Standard, are now with. 
out it: and laſtly that the Hierarchy amongſt us is not the 
ſame with primitive Epiſcopacy. 

For the firſt che beſt Authority we have is Philoftorgins, 
whoſe words whcn ſummed up, will amount to no more 
then this: That the Goths made an inrode upon ſome pla- 
cesin Ewrope and Aſia, where Chriſtianity was planted, and 
took many captives,amongſt which were ſome of the Cler- 

. Theſebeing mingled in their converſe with that bar- 
barous People, were inſtrumencall to convert them wo the 
Faith'of Chriſt, and governed them till #/ph1la's time their 
firſt Biſhop, 

[n all this there is nothing really prejudiciall tro our Pos 
ſition. Ir doth not appear, that theſe Presbyters did al 
this while any thing which was peculiar troa Biſhop. When 
any of them died, new ones might be ordained by ſome 
nezghbour Prelate, However the matter went, (of which 
we have bur a very defeRve account, by reaſon of the pay- 
city of Records) the deportment of a few Captives ina 
caſe of neceſſity, can be of no ſuch Authority as to preju- 
dice the Qaiverſality of Ecclefiaſticall pratice, It would 
be bur a weak argument to prove, that the Laws of Moſes 
were not univer{ally owned by the Fews , becauſe during 
their ſeventy years Captivity, they were torced to forbear 
the pratice of ſome of them, as not reconcileable with the 
circumſtances of Exile. 

As forthe Scottsſh Church thoſe which report the mat- 
rer, ſpeak nothing which may be a diflervice to our Aſler- 
tion. The ſumis, that many of the Brsrains, who em- 
braced Chriſtianity, —__ cruelty of Diocleſian, fled 
into Scotland, where by their ſolitary and pious life they 
did commend themſelvesin ſach a degree to the opinion ot 
that Nation, that they were uſually called Ce/dc;, that is 
Cultores Dei, Worſbippers of God. Theſe choſe a Perſon 
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Concernments. Here is plainly a Biſhop eleQed onely 
his Clergy, who notwit any thingin the Recor 
might receive his Conſecration by ſome duly qualified in 
our Nation, where Hierarchy was undoubtedly ſertled be- 
fore this period, If any formality was wanting in ow, he 
defect is not to be charged upon their wills, ber necelley, 
45 2ppears by the ready entertainment Palladins had s a 
mongſt them, who wanted GE which the Biſhop 
of Reme could conferr u 
As for the tranſ! — which are of the Re- 

formation, it is very well known, that all of them are nor 
without Epiſcopacy, as inDenmark, Norwey, Sweden, Ger- 

. Thoſe which are, alledge neceflity as the reaſon 
Suk firſt Conſtitution, The Reformation nr 

gun amongſt them, not by Biſhops, bur infe- 
not wc Clergy ern Barne+ there = good cauſe to ——_— it they 
had ſer up in the ſame City "the h_ 
fult a have been nes t en 
nary conteſts, which have no propitious there 
fign of the Goſpel, The duty ny arte thele miſchiefs 
bemg grounded _—_ natural , the form of Go- 
vernment fitive, they did preſame, it was not the 
will of the Lawgiver, that the poſitive InjunRion ſhould 
oblige them in thoſe circumſtances z bur rather yield and 


= nn Command. 
neceſſity which was the of their conſtiruti- 


on, they have parheticallyd the removal of, and that 
their condition might become reconcileable with the intro- 
duRtion of an Imparity, When one of the Prelates of 
our Charch at the Synod of Dort had repreſented Epiſco- 
pacy as a fit expedient for the ſuppreſſion of Schiſm and 
Herefie, the anſwer of the Preſident in the name of the 
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of the place been converted to the reformed Religion, 
they have pur their deſires into execution,and exprefled a 
readineſs to ſubmit to his Regimeat, 2s is manifeſt» by the 
deportment of the Proteſtancs in the Province of Camparae 
rowatds the Biſhop of Troyes, when he renounced the 
Church of Rome, and profefled an adherence to the refor- 
med Religion, ; 

Thoſe who affirm the preſent Hierarchy not to be the 
ſame with primitive Epiſcopacy muſt make the difference 
either rationall, modall, or Frm A difference of res- 
ſon being the contrivance of imagination 15 not wateriallin 
the = Debate, A alodalt { confidering the various 
condition of Times,the Church in the Apoſtolicall age be- 
ing under affliction, now in jolynig, then under Heathen 
Princes, now onder Chriſtian, then feperated from the c- 
vil Community, now incorporated into it ) may be admit- 
ted without any prejudice to our Aﬀlertion, Some variti- 
on in the exerciſe of Juriſdition, the quality of Inſtry- 
ments doth not alter the nature of Government, Asthe 
civil Regiment is not changed, when a Prince makesan 
Ecclefiaſticall Perſon his Chancellour : ſo neither is the 


- Eccleſtaſticall, whena Biſhop conſtitutes a Civil, la the 


age in which the Church began to have her &xx2noindg 
which were perſons of the ſame Moment, deſigned toex- 
pedite matters which —_ be too great an avocarion from 
which the Clergy are principally de- 
voted , ſhedid not dream of any diverſity trom che Primt- 
tive Government, but continued with the ſame degree of 
confidence, to ſtile her Bil the Apoſtles ſacceſlours, 
Theſe civil Helps did make them no more different from 
what they were before, then a ſtaff in the hand of a man 
makes him diſtin from himſelf, when he hath none in it, 
As for an eflentiall difference, thoſe whoare moſt inqui 
ſuive, will never be able to diſcover any, Primitive Epi- 
(copacy was nothing but theregiment of Churches within a 
certain 


(43) 
certain precin& committed to one ſitgle Perſon with a (uf- 
ficient Authority as well over the Cons as Laity, TJuciſ- 
dition in an Apoſtle was anthoritative , In the Elders con- 
comitant and ſubordinate, Prelacy now in the ſubſtance 
of it is of the ſame importance. Thoſe acceflions with 
which it is beautified, and raiſed above the reach of vulgar 
Contempt by the munificence of Princes, do no more make 
it of a different ſpecies from what it wasin the Apoſtolicall 
age, then the rogall apparel put upon Mordecai did conſtiture 
him a man ſpecifically diſtin from him, who uſe ro fit 5x 
the gate : Moſes when advanced in Pharaohs Court, was the 
ſame perſon with him who was expoſed in the Ark of Bul- 
ſhes, Achild when drefled 7 the nurſe, is the ſame 
with that which was born naked, The ornamentall fa- 
yours of Kings and Qu which are nurſing Fathers and 
Mothers to the Church, make no greater an alteration, 
Flag _ - en to — an —_— - 
e by aſſerting that Biſhops Presbyrters had the 
ſame Ordiaation i the Apoſtolicall age, and by conſe- 
were then of the ſame Order, whereas now it is 0+ 
iſe 5 will find reaſon to alter their thooghts, and ro 
believe,chat the Ordination then was as diſtin&t as it is now, 
if they pleaſe to take theſe few ſteps. 

The names, BiſhoP, Presbyter and Deacon, in Scripture 
zeambulatory, and not always confined to the ſame order 
of men, Thoſe who have attempred to evidence, that the 
word Pcesbyrer ſignifies always 2 Biſhop, or the word Bi- 
ſhop a Presbyter, have been more curioug then really ad- 

jous to their own cauſe, 
prom ny m_ - the pan Clergy are 
A Prophets, Evangeliſts' The prim yer- 
nours —_ hm_cen the firſt, their Lo fn ye. Coad- 
jators by the ewo laſt z yer ſo as by reaſon of their being 
aveſted in a Power, wh they were inabled ro do what 


eprimary Apoſtle might, Y welikemiſe. frequently ſi 
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ted Apoſtles, Upon this account we read of the A 
of the Churches, 2 Cor. 8. 23, Epaphroditss is 
Apoltle of the thilippians c, 2, v.25, Andronicw and 
n14s are (aid to be of note among the Apoſtles, Rew, 16, 
L. 1. Ece. H.14y,7, Ewſebins (ays, that beſides the twelve, there were 
6, 13, others wh6 were called by that name, For this reaſon$, 
Valeſ, in Euſ. Mark, Luke, Philemon, Titus and Timothy have this title 
H.,tom. 1.9.21. in che Greek Menology. 

Theſe had a juriſdition over Presbyters, Timothy was 
veſted ina power toconvent an Elder, and receive an accy- 
ſation againſt bim: bat we never read gf any ſuch Power 
inan Elder over an Evangeliſt, or an Apoſtle, 

This Power was not- arbitragy and aſſumed at pleaſure, 
but communicated to them by Commiſſion, The Apoſtles 
did nothing in a tumulcuary way, but were x enqer) in 
their TT to that patternand order, which they had re» 
ceived, 

0 Smayſſon _ given at their wary This 
was the way in the Synagogue, w were 
admitted to a wes Ar | yp — we 
read of no other in the Church, Therefore whanS. Pal 
writes to Timothy how to govern, he puts him in migd of 

\ Tim 4. 14, *DEgift, which he received at the laying on of bands, «: 
' T&maAy Tis GnxAzncs as the Greek Scholialt ſpeaks: 
which plainly intimates, that his gift or faculty to ſuperia- 
tend did not derive its originall from any Commiſhon, bur 

what hereceived by the impoſition of 

Now if their Power was diſtin, their power by Com- 
miſſion, their commiſſion by Ordination, the rules of dif- 
courſe will oblige us to conclude, that their Ordination was 
diſtin , the ſame Ordination cannot. produce two diffe- 
rent Powers, 

Upoa this account we find AS who were at 
firſt ordained by Feſvs Ghriſt to preach the Goſpel, Mwk 3. 
14. when they came to be inveſted with the Government 


4x7 / ha 
and fit upon their thrones were ordained anew, .Fob, 20.0, 
21, Matthias and Barnabas two of the Seventy and by ec 1v1 es, 
conſequence ſet apart before, Lake 10.:v. r, were conſe- 
crated again, when they were made Apoſtles, As 1,v,22, 
26, £.13, v, 3, Stephen, —_— —— Nicanor, &Cc, 
if we may give credit to Epipbaniss, were of the (ame ,;,,.. w.-:. 
number , and yer when they were made Suffragans to the :. p. 50. pur. 
— they had a new impoſition of hands, As 6,v,6, 
There is ſome reaſon-to believe that Timothy himſelf was 
twice Ordained, 
The firſt time, about the ſeventh Year of Cla#divs by the 
Apoſtles own hands, immediately after he had circumciſed 
him. For his deſiga being to take him along with bim to 
PB ERI » nodoubt as he circumciſed him, that 
might not the Fews : ſo. he ordained him, that 
he might not offend God, in breaking his Law. No man 
taketh this honowr to himſelf, but he that is called of God, as 
was Aaron, Of this we have mention, 2 Tim, 1, 6, Stir 
” the gift of God, which i given thee by the laying. on of 


my hands. 
The ſecond time, about the thirteenth Year of Cl/audiss, 
when he was left at Epheſss to be Biſhop there, When the 
Apoſtle writes to him, how to behave himſelf in that 
Church, he puts him in mind of the gift or faculty which 
hereceived at his we ayer rt Neg ok £6 de 
ne given by Propheſie, with the laying on of the hands of the 
pol urn, I Tim, 4- 14. Theſe wards import an Ordina- 
tion diſtin from the former , for that was made 3% ms 
En Stotar, rc, by the laying on of the Apoſtles bands alone : 
This 9% Teggulaa 7 Em Storm, by a Prophet or Prophets 
«companied in the impoſition of bands , roy Biſhops, As 
apeoCunt exov iS put for aprobumes:, is $90, as 
_—— Otcume nins and ym ogy expound ir, and 
their gloſs with this realon » 4» 5» aproCunrer 
mv Fhoxomr eeomrer * 10 Tepulea for Neyo, L 


Hellenifticall ſtile, in which the New Teſtament was wric- 
ren, is no fitanger to this ſignification, "E»4er rerpulca; 

& ovougm ot, raiſe up Prophets in thy name, Eccleſuuft 

c. 36. vV, 14. HaJoges Macy & meptulam, the valgar 
Lat, renders ſucceſſor Moſis in Prophetis. 46; 1, ASS, Paul 

At 13. 12nd Barnabas were at Antioch ordained by Prophets and 0- 
wt ther Biſhops, ſo was Timothy in che Church of 'zpheſus, 
If the word reognle:: did onely import a -predi@ion of his 

aptitude to execute this Sacred FunRion, the Prepoſition 

\ $54 would not have been joined with it, but ©, asin the 
r Tim. 1. v, 18, Timothy being young, and by conſequence 

wantiog che circumſtance of Age to commend him to this 

grave and ponderous Imployment : The Prophet or Pro- 

phers, who forerold his ficneſs for it,and the felicity of the 

Church under his Superintendency ; that they might far- 

ther contribute to her aſſurance, were mingled with the reſt 

of his Ordainers in the impoſirion of , | 

All this may give us ſome competent affurance of the 

Pradtice of the univerſall Church, From this pratice the 

deduction of the Divine pleaſure concerning the perperui 

ty of this Government will be very familiar and eafte. It 

cannot be 4magined. rhat it ſhould have ſo univerſall an en- 

terrainment in all Places, where there was no Oecumenicall 

Council to command it, no ſecular Power roentorce it, no 

want of Pride and Ambition to conrrout it, had ir not been 

commended to theit reception, and made currant by a Di 

vine Signature, No atbitrary contrivance checked with 

difficulties, and deſtitute of all externall advancages to pro- 

more the tion of it, ever found ſo fudden, uni- 

form, and general! an Eſtabliſhment, Hadir been a Ufur- 

tion upon the rights and immunities of Presbyrers (it 

ng in matter. not latent, bur apere and maniteſt ) no 
doubt ſortie would have been (6 juſt to themſelves, as to 
have ſtood up in their own Defence : and ſo zealous, 25 to 

have encountered it with adire oppoſition: yet we read 

not 
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Acrins's time; and then all the recompence which he 
received was the infawy of Hereſie, Herefie being an er- 
rour in the Foundation, and the foundation being iacluſive 
of that which relates to PraQtice and Government, as well 
25 Dodtrine,(in Religious government as well as Civil there 
is ſomething which 1s Fundameatall) he advancing (= 
nion diametrically conn to what was then > > 
baſs of Eccleſiaſtical Policy, did take a com 
courſe to expoſe himſelf to this imputation. His ſepara- 
tion from che Communion of the Church was not the rea- 
ſon of chis charge,thac ite we may be allowed to -_ 
ly, Schiſm and not Hereſfie, Nor his Arianiſm, 
Fofin and Epiphanins aſhgo him id cheir ens a 
placediſtin from | - is 4 lated 10 Ariws, 
And it will be difficult ENG encick Teſtimo- 
ny for che identity of their Hereſie, than thoſe two have 
given for the diverſity. 
Had the Epiſcopali Conſtitution been in an 


cefectiog from the inſtitupon o the apatey how 
it to paſs that they themſelves give mats 
toit, by che performance of many as peculiar ro a Pre- 


wk hath bees alated declared If their pratice wh 
Gonad for jnnicnrion; how came the beſt -of Men in 


EIS /notto underftand/ ſo much, 
ing mop on to.2 Con 10d without the leaſt 
ſtile their Biſhops the Apoſtles Succeſiours, as 


wo evidently a by ireneus and — f 

Though a ++ Ire to prove a 
doctrine gave occaſion for what 'they afar ia hs partien-! 
lar : yet upon This occaſioa.they plainly. own 2 Succeſſion 
in Power and Aurbority. © frex.ess proves that the A- 
poltles would not conceal any of the Myſteries of Chriſtian 
Religion from themybecauſe they left chem to be their Suc- 


ceſlours, [nur > nr magiſterai —— 


nothing of this nature, till three hundred Years after in 


Adv. fav. 1.3; 


I 15 .de pref. c. 
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:rothem the ame Power & Authority they themſelyes had. 
It will hardly gain belief in the —_— of thoſe who ae 
acquainted with the conſequences of Reaſon; that they 
who made it rheir eleQtion to endure the greateſt torments, 
rather then to violate the leaſt of the Preceprs of if, 
ſhould ſo ſoon 25 He and his Apoſtles had left the World, 
erect a government contrary to his Inſtitution : that thoſe 
who were willing to die for the Myſtery of Godlinefs,ſhould 
make it their choice to live under a branch of the Myſte- 

of Iniquity, I know the 7ſraelires in a ſhort time in the 
Sſence of _— and after the death of Feſbus, made z 
notorious revolt; yet this is no ent, that theſe pi 
and holy Mendid the ſame after the death of the A 
What the 1ſraelites did, was known to be a defeRion, be» 
.caule it was oppoſite to the praftice of Moſes and Foſhus, 
and encountred RUEEIIINSES Beſt of men then 
living, But this which ſome think fir to ſtile a defeRion 
in the Primitive Chriſtians, is exatly conformable to A- 
-poſtolicall pratice, and was ſubmitted to by thioſe heroick 
_ who by Martyrdom gave the World an undoubted 
urance of their Sincerity and Goodneſs, 1f the prafitice 
of the univerſall Church muſt be orally ſet afide as a mat- 
Kr of noconſideration in order to the conducting of asin- 
toan underſtanding of the Mind of God, one pillar of our 
fome particular Books of Holy Wrie, fr the knowledge 
ome parti Boo rit, e 
which weare without ——— ce it 
debted to it, No ſmall diminution will bemade in our 
aſſurance, that Clemess's Epiſtle to the Corinthians is no 
part of the Canon, and that $ Pas/'s is + that Fccleſpaſti- 
£w5 iS A , and Eccleſiaftes not, Tf cuſtom be of 
no fignification, ir is ſtrange tharS, Paw/ ſhould appeal to 
it, as nounfit Arbitrator to put a period to thoſe conten- 
4100s which did moleſt the C I Coy. 11. 16, 
Indeed it is ſaid, that of A WE Age; - 


bh 
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bein other caſes, yet in this. before ns it cannot be ſafe ro 
deduce the Divine Will from it , becauſe thoſe who were 
ingaged in ir, did not look upon themſelves as obliged 
thereunto by any Divine Precept , but on the contrary by 
enlarging the Church's power as the Churches did enlarge, 
by conforming Ecclefiaſticall Government to the Civj], 
managing Spiritaall concerns according to the Canons of 
Synods, by acknowledging a Subordination to the civil 
Power, they did manifeſt that they were ated, not by the 
influence of a nall command, but by ſome occaſio- 
nall and prudentiall confiderations, 

Toall which I reply in order, 1, The Regiment we 
contend for, was univerſally acknowledged to have its baſis 
na Divineright, as molt evidently appears by the ewenty 
ninch Canon of the fourth general! Council, my 60x 070y 
« my Gabugy mreoCumipy - Gipery Tegpovaia 6d, i 
4 Biſhop down to the degree of a Presbyter is —_ r 
wil be very difficult to explain how the Synod could pro- 
nounce this to be ſacrilegious, except there was a generall 
belief, that the difference berwixt a Biſhop and a Presbyrer 
ws ade by a Sacred Inſtitution, Upon this account the 
Author of the Book of Queſtions in S. Auſtin affirms, Ne- $2" 7 2. 
ms ignorat, oc, no man is ſo , anngy> bx he knows that 97. tom. 4. p. 
our Saviour appointed Biſhops over Churches, for before 775- #19. 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven, he putting his hands upon theA- 
poltles, ordained them to be Biſhops, S. Cyprians words xy;4 ... 
reof the ſame importance, Lege divine fundatum, &c. 
it is founded upona divine Law, that every a& ot-the 
Charch (hould be governed by Biſhops, Apoſtolos, id eft, __ 
Epiſcopes & Pr epoſitos Dominws elegit;,OurLord hath cho- © 
ſen Apoſtles,char is, Biſhops and Church-governours, T his 
s the reaſon why Prelates in after-ages are ſometimes ſti- 
led Apoſtles, as Epiphanims in the epiſtleof Acacine and T7 1: cenaet 
Pauls, and Athanaſine in the Coptick Calendar. This lL, 3.6. 15. 
dame was: uſed: with' a __ to preſerve the —_— 

® 
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of the Primitive Inſticution, 

2. Theecnlarging Charch- as the Church did en- 
creaſe, is noargument againſt the Divinerighe of it, By * 
the ſame reaſon we prove, that the of a Father 
of a family hath not its foundation in 2 Divine Law, be 
cauſe it receives an augmentation, as his Children 
and falls under divers Modifications, according to the yar- 
ous Stations they are placed in: or that the T re- 
corded in the Old Teſtameur did aot derive its originall 
from Heaven, becauſe it was of a larger extent, when the 
People of 1/rael were ſettled in their apartments in the land 
of Canaan,then when they lived in che wilderneſs altogether. 
C vl _ camp arte py ors 
lis 005 nr ft a Divine oris: 4 
doth not appear but that it was the Will of God; that 
the New Fers[alem which came down from Heaven,ſhould 
conform it (elf to the mould it fell into, When the Church 


Proconſul, bei 
ready obedience (ag 

like Regimeat 1g civil concernments 
the Governours a 
their Conſticucion, by reaſon of the daily confluences to 
thoſe Places upon ſecular accounts, there ug 
of probability, chat it was ſatable co the will of bi 
conſtitutions xe always contormable to the deepeſt reaſon, 
Some footſteps of it we find wen the New Teſts» 
ment, Churches were planted in Metropoles, as Coriath, 
Theſ|alonice, Amioch, upon which thoſe who in ave 
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of the Province entertained the belief of the Goſpel, had 
ſome dependence, The ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
- _ bots, _ an are = Achaia. The 

co the niens hath a peculiar a upon all inc, ;, :c. 
Macedonia. Theletter of the Apoſtles AE Elders to An- 
tiech is direted co the Brethren in Syria and Silicis Acheia 
being the Province of Corinth, Macedonia of Theſſalonica, 
Syria and Silicia of Amtioch. Why theſe Epiſtles ſent to 
the Metropolis about Ecclefiaſticall matters d be in- 
ſcribed to all in any part of the Province, and no other 
(though all che Scripture was written for our learning) there rom. 15. 4. 
muſt be ſome peculiar reaſon : and none can be rendred 
more congruous than this, that all Chriſtians in every 
of it, whether Cities or ſuburbicarian Regions did depend 
vpon the Metropolis in point of Government, As the 
Romans when they ſubdued a Country by force of Arms, 
did —_ _ _ _— - Ms ne 
when t a Spirituall conq the weapons 
of their warfare, an Ecdlefiaſtical Therefore S, Peter, 
when he writes to the converted in the diſperſion, direRts 
his Epiſtleto them in their diſtin Provinces, Gal&1a,Cap- 
padecis, Aſia, Bithynis, And when'S, Pas! mentions the 
contribution of the Churches, he charaQerizeth them by 
the name of their Provinces, where their abode was, 7: 
bath pleaſed them of Macedonia and Achaia, Rom, 15. 26, 
Achaia was ready ayear ago, 2 Cor, 9, 2, This hypotheſis 
gives the moſt incelligible account, why all the Churches 
in Aſie are reduced to ſeven; No doubt there were more 


tions within that compaſs, All that dweltin A- \ a; i9.v., to. 


fa, art [aid to hear the Word of the Lord 5 and the Preachers 
wereS, Fohn and $, Law), who were endned with a power 
of working Mi and ſpake in the demonſtration of 
the Divine Spirir, The Cities from which theſe Churches 
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of Government, and make but one Community 
Churches ia them, and in the Metropolis ſym 
with this temper in theState-are repreſented but as 
Church, That the immunities of a Metropohs did 
Nat. Fiſt. !.5- to Epbeſws, Smyrud, Sardis, Pergamos, Laodicta, is al- 
4 gy + ſerted by Plinyz to Thyatirs by Prolomy, to Philadelphia 
by the Greek Acts of the Council of Conſtantinople under 
41s ovins Mennas, Though Pliny doth not attribute this honour to 
Orig of Merr6- T hyatira, yet he doth not deny it, The defcR of his te- 
pelizan' P. 69: ftimony 1s fully ſupplyed by Prelomy, whois not his inferi- 
or in point of Authority,” Philadelphia's being placed in 
the Notitie under Sards is no demonſtration that it was 
not a Mother-city, The ſame individuall may bea Mo- 
cher in onereſpe&, and a Daughter in another, The Pro- 
vinces themſelves were not all equall, and by conſequence 
the Mother-city in one Province might beinterior in digni- 
ty and dependent in power upon the Metropolis of ano- 
er, Weneed go no further for an inſtance then our own 
Nation. Of thetwo Provinces into which it is divided, 
one is acknowledged to have a Superiority, and ſome power 
over the other. 
All this makes it appear, that the conforming Eccleſi- 
ſticall Government to the Civil is no prejudice to the Di 
vine originall of it, "The Vine which was planted by « 
Divine under the civil Power as a wall of defence, 
did naturally, according to the will of Him who plantedit, 
adapt it ſelf ro the mode of that which it grew agaioſt, 
The rain which deſcends from Heaven, contorms to the 
figure of the veſſel it falls iato, | 
4. Ecclefiaſticall concerns were managed according to 
the decrees of Councils, but not all of them, Theancient 
Church was governed by a double rule, the Canon of Scri- 
ptureand of Councils, The laſt conſiſts either of declara- 
tions of what is contained in Scripture : or elſe conſtitati- 
ons to reſtrain liberty in thoſe things which the oy 


the 
zing 
one 
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to our.. choice; .either to do or not to do; 
| y eſſenceof which lies in a Superiority 
of an Ecclefiaſticall over Eldets within a certain pre- 
cint) it was ever owned by the Church as agreeable to the 
Canon of Scripture. Councils ſuppoſe ic 5o-be grounded 
upon a tight more eatly then themſelves, and never give 
it a place in the Catalogueot thoſe things. which may be 
of not be the objeRt of their determination, He who 
thinks fir co conſult the Code of the uaiyer(all Church, 
cannot remain unacquainted with, the tzuch of thisAſſertion, 

5, The-Churches acknowledgement her ſubordinaci- 
on to the civil Power is reconcileable witha belief that her 
Government is grounded upona Divine Right. Oecono- 
micall Regiment, which doth rr ST 2 Cw na origen 
from Heaven, is in the exerciſe gf i. ſubordinate: ro the 
civil Power, A Father ofa tamily, zahough he governs his 
progeny by vertae of the -law of God, yet is accountable 
to his Prince, and limitable by his decrees in the execution 


of his Authority, The Churches being tiled a family will eph. ;. rs. 


juſtifie the congruity of this example, The ſupream Re- 
or hath moulded the Univerſe into Communities, and 
conſtituted the civil Magiſtrate to be their Guardian. Into 
theſe Communities he hath let down from Heaven the 
New Jeruſalem, namely, a Chuxch or Ecclefiaſticall Soci- 
__ Governours and Laws not onely harmleſs and in- 
ealive, bur ſingularly advantageous to the purpoſes of 
the civil Conſtituzon, And becauſe it is not impoſſible 
but that the Rulers may degenerate from the true meagi 
of their Originall, and under a prerence of a Superna 
commiſſion undermine the intereſt of the civil Communi- 
ty, the Magiſtrate is impowered to ſee that they keep 
within their own bounds, and if they (well above their 
banks, toremand them into their proper channel, if chey 
do not, to proteR and defend them againſt the hand of 
violence, This makes it evident, how. the Church mn 


75) 6 
'be ſubordinate to the ſecular Power, and yet have aGo- 
| ewemnp nn upon a Divine r:ght, Ir is the Divine 
pleaſure, that Princes within their own Territories ſhould be 
lo wet 1 ro all —_— + all 4 ONS, 25 t0 ſee 
that nothing ne to' the prejudi e Community 
—_— ſet over. ' From hence doth emerge their right t 
inhibit, limit, and regolare the execution, Though Chriſt 
is the immediate Fonntain of the Power , yet they have; 
commanding influence vpon the ſtreams xhich flowfromir, 
Though they may not invade the Offices which are 
tothe Charch, yer they are obliged ro ſee that they ae 
duly performed by thoſe ro whom they appertain. Though 
they have not the Power of the Keys, yet in caſe thoſe 
which have, make uſe of them ro open a door to Sedition 
and Diforder, they have the Power of the Sword to Qurit, 
and prevent the miſchief, If the Church keep within her 
due s, and the ſupream Magiſtrate be of opinion that 
ſhe doth not, and from hencea conteſt is commenced, ſhe 
hath no other weapon to defend her ſelf- but Prayer and a 
compoſed Submifhion to whar rhe preſervation of a good 
— may Re endif 

All this is in? imperiem in imperis: 
it hath nching fa it of a adcoitn that Gros r 25 
premacy of Princes. All pretended inconveniences fall 
NT weight upon paternall Government, which 
und y, being in nature and time antecedenc to the ci- 
vil Conſtitution, muſt have a Divine originall, 

And now whoſoever pleaſes tolook back and conſider 
the reaſon of the thing, the declaration of God, the prt- 
Rice of the Univerſal! Charch, which is no bad commen- 
tary what is dubious in any Divine appointment,will 
be under no temptation from any rationall inducement to 
believe, thatthe Apoſtolicall authority to govern wasad- 
apred onely to the Primitive times, and not intended to 
continue ia all Ages, 


So 


Brethren, _— will cpumerate ſome parti- 
cula: ads of this Power, whichare of eminenc uſe 1g all 

Ages for the preventing RE en Y enrek, i» An 
hfeRton into the A thoſe who preach, 
2. The Donne, 3. wand 4 Tngoogatats 
the preſerving of Order. 5. Thecenſuring thoſe who neg- 
l«& the Order which is agreed upon, 

1, An InſpeRtios into he Authoricy of choſe who 
preach, The work of the Miniſtry is of greater umpor- 


tance than tolie open ware who by the ſtrengeb 
of his fancy can vekoade bin elf be ie fie die 
it, The peace of che Church depends upon 


of thoſe who bers of i ew thei 
thole who are mem itz, Tt pon ther 
judgement - their judgement upon the DoQrine of their 
Teachers, Theſe bavethe Helm ia their hand, whereby 
the body of the Peoples eaſily moved: the Key of Know- 
ledge, whereby they are in the neareſt capacity to open the 
intelle, and lerin, or ſhut ont Pri which tend to 
Unity, The Community would not en oo day uy 
of Arg 1 eas the private opinion Perſon con- 
own Aptitude give him : thle this Office, 
CE udges of their own abilities, The 
Cera bo hr when they take an eſtimate of 
their inte 1 Cnnugt- place is filled with com- 
plaints of the want of oF Honour : but we (ſeldom 
meet with any querulous reſentmencs of the defects of 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, Indeed $, Pow! (aid, who & 
[af ficient for theſe things ? but we are apt to ay, who is 
at? The ſtream runs the faſteſt, whexe the 5 
molt ſhallow : Thoſe are moſt forward, who have the lea 
with the depth of Knowledge, The few ex- 
from the generall Rule, which &e duly 


ceptions 
we ſo much under the command of banlicy, © they 


judge 


Socr, Hiſt, 1.4., 


c.18, 


Socr, Hiſt.t.p. bar to his Conſecration, Chryſanthus 


C12, 


Tit 3.11, 


2 Thefl, 2.3. 


2 Pet, 2,4, 
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judge themſelves unworthy, The barden of fruit which 
= theſe webs bends them into too low and 
Eſp ent thoughts of themſelves, When Amwmonis; 


arp SzvugnE., as heis tiled by Socrates, was acquain- 
od wich a reſolution in others to compel! him to take up. 
on him the moſt Sacred office in the Chutch, be cut off 
his right ear, 0 TwWs av TW Emu TY WHIT Try GCIT- 
riey cxpuyn, that the deformiry of his body might be a 

a perſon eminent 
for wiſdom and ſobriety, when he was folicxted totake up- 
on him the ſame Function, was ſo mach under che power 
of modeſty , that he fled from Conſtantinople into Bythinia, 
where he concealed himſelf with a deſign rodecline ir, By 
reaſon of thisunfitneſs in Men to judge tor themſelves, and 
to be the fountain of their own Auchoriry, Gqd hath en- 
dued the Governours of his Church with apower,as to Or- 
dain, ſo to examine every mans pretencez that the Com» 
munity may receive no damage, 

2, The Dodtrine. 'I hole who have a good commiſſi- 
on may exceed the bounds of it: and in fiend of feeding 
cheirFlock in wholſomPaſtures,lead them into Boggs,whert 
they will inevitably fink into an erernall Perdition, Errot 
is damnable as well as vice, All the difference is, this is 
the more rode: that the more concealed and private 
way to Hell. The Apoſtle ſaies, that he which is engaged 
in it e£ipexwny 5- overturned as a ſhip, when the Keil 
is uppermoſt. *Asthe man of fin who firs in the Temple 
of God, and under a pretence of Religion vents that which 
tends to the overthrow of it, is ſtiled vis ms amwacias, the 
ſon of perdition: ſo error, which enthrones ic ſelf in che 
conſcience, and firs there with a pretence of a deſcent trom 
Heaven, aipeors «7w2&as, There is no perdition more cer- 
cain, and leſs apt to meet with diſappointment, then that 
which is { from a diſcloſure by (o plauſible a cover as 
Religion and Divine approbation, | 


Errour 


(37) 
Erronr purs the higheſt of affronts upon the Divine Ma» 
jeſty- ke _ uo, mach om «liar, It im- 
an Hypeybole of ingraritude, ing enobled 
 horeds rakt creatures, and placed the difference in 
Reaſon and Underſtanding,it we keep not this conformable 
to him, but ſuffer ic tro be imbaſed with ſentiments which 
are repugnant to that eternall Reaſon which is in the Di- 
vine Intelle&, weare unthankfull co him in the moſt ex- 
alted degree, There is no excuſe of importance enough 
to acquit us from guilt, the fault originally emerging from 
the voluntary and uncompelled motions of the Will. God 
hath made a plentifull proviſion for our Information. The 
boly Scripture isa perfe&t Digeſt of the divine Pleaſure, 
ſofficient to inſtru even the Man of God in the concerns 
of Salvation, Therefore in caſe he ens abour propoſitions 
of Divinity, he hath nothing to charge bar his own will, 
inwhoſe power it was to have ſuſpended his afſent, and 
continued the inquiry, till he had been difincangled —_—_ 
looſe from all objetions, When any objeR gains ſuch a 
degree of clarity, there is no fear of on, We have 
a ſecurity from the ſupream Veracity, with which it is not 
conſiſtent , that our perceptive faculty ſhould be (o formed, 
3 to be impoſed upon, when the object is perſpicuous, 

Error having fo pernicious and malevolent an aſpeR 
that end for which the Church is conſtituted, our Bleſſed 
Lord hath left a Power with it 8#:52wC«v» to ſtop the Tic. :, 11, 
mouths of thoſe who are P.opagatours of it, 

If any pretend that they cannot alter their Intellets at 
pleaſure: yer they muſt confeſs, that they have'a Power 
tolay areſtraint upon their ſpeech,and comply withS. Pauls 
mle, haſt thow Faith, have it to thy ſelf.” The peace of the 
Church being more valuable then any private Sentimenc, 
it cant but be a/duty to: ſuppreſs it, when the publica- 
ton will cerramly hazard che loſs 'of that Peace, - 


3. Thelives, Thoſe _ Orthodox intheir doarine, 
may 


Art.rcl. 26. 
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may be unorthodox in their converſation, Like Penels 
what they do in the day, they may undo at night ads 
works of darkneſs, T heephyla in his Commentary 
this Text,be opened bis minth and tanght,Mat, 5. 2, —_— 
a query,whether the firſt words be not ſuperfluous, Aus ny 
TEITxaTH, 70 Graitas T9 cOUg, Pare, on mem Br, 
He anſwers, No, becauſe he did teach, when he did nor 
you his mouth, namely, 3% 7? &i- by his life. There 
s a preaching in Life, as well as in DoQtine. 1t Religi 
on be taught by the laſt, and debanchery by the firſt, adti- 
ons having an a titude | to make adeeper impreflion than 


words, there is {ſome pr pag > a, they  - prevail, and 
diſappoint the ead of what is ſpoken, T hough che un- 


worthineſs of a Miniſter doth not wake have i bs Cling 


'and difoblige us from uſing his Miniſtry, he (| 


in his own, but inthe Name of Chriſt :- and nr Jager 
his FanRion depending not upon his dignity, but the ener- 
go Divine Grace: ( A vineyard may be watered with 2 
pe of lead asyell as of filver, Seed may grow,although 
Tow by an impure hand, A ſeal of Bras may make a 
fair an unpreſhon as one of Gold.) Yet notwit 

when this Sacred Officeis imbarked in ſuch a veſſd, ir is- 
_= to meet with many remors's, before it can arrive at 
haven, namely, the Conſcience. The Dida&- 
of the tiſcomſe of ſuch a Perſon, thoogh never 

oe = ge is uſually entertained by all vulgar it 
who more conſider, what he is that ſpeaks, then what is 
ſpoken, with the ſame reſentment that a Jewel is which 
is found in the ditt ; The feculent matter it commy- 
Qicates 2 diſcredit to ir, and conceals the true value from all 
but a few Artiſts, When one of a bad lite had givenexcel 


Gell.no#, 411. lent counſell ro the Lacedems/ans about their Common- 


8, 18, 6, 3» 


wealth, his improbity did ſo much diſparage che advice, 
chough abſolutely char it might nor be permit- 
ted ro paſs into Le ancients: bur _— 


(59) | 

nencly vertnons, though of no good Elocution, was deſi- 
red co (peak rhe fame in ſuch words as he could, 
and then unanimouſly as from him the ſtamp of Authori- 
- way war vr = What 7gnatins ſpeaks of the 


ng duramy 1) Ado a- 
_ 67 wy, bo here, man, when _ 


can do more ho is ad, RR he { 
Stile enameled with the richeſt Tropes and | in 
Rhetorick, 

As the DidaQticall part of his diſcourſeis apt to be neg- 
leted , ſo che ElenQicall will in all pr be treated 
with ſcorn and contempt, To reprove is an at which (a- 
yours of Authority, and no man can abide that another 
ſhould exerciſe Auchoriry over him in that thing in which 
they are both equal, henſfion doch wy 8 800d, = 
produceth ſorrow in him is the objet 
pleaſure which hearers take to conſider that he which 
$ lies under the ſame guilt which he bn pitt in 

m, "—— penſive reflexions. Grief 
* not _ the _ time amen aquoony > _ age. 

a naturall temperament are diipoſed to- put 
moſt favourable conſtruftion upon their own ations, Rev» 
proof bearing a dire oppoſition to this inclination, is ge- 
nerally entertained with diſtaſt, Upon this account he which 
is concerned, in ſtead of being meliorated by it, o _ 


ſtrong temprations from his vindicative 
tate and contrive revenge, Thereſore if be wry wn 


it, be not fenced with iron, and fortified with an impene- 
trable innocence, the ſon of Belial will be ſure to invade 
him, anddraw his arrows ſo deep, as not onely to wound 
him, bur likewiſe through his ides that Sacred FaoGion 
which be hath taken upon him. 

Theſe miſchiefscoming to the Church by a bad life, the 
Governoursare eadued with an Authority to inquire as in- 
tothe Commiſion and —_—_ 7 -—_— 

2 0 


066). 
- of thoſe whoare the objects of their InſpeRion ; that by 


their pious admonitions and paternall cenſures, t 
mp and amend what is enormous. Thenot __- 
this power was the fin of E/s the High Prieſt, When 
Hophni and Phineas by their licentious deportmenr had 
made themſelves vile, or as it is in the Hebrew accurſ, 
that isliable to the DIM or curſe which uſe to paſs 
thoſe who were excommunicated, Nehem, 13. 25.he as the 
High Prieſt did negle& to diſcharge his duty, and reſtrain 
them- from coming to the publick Congregation, Hig 
private correption recorded, 1 Sam, 2, 23. 1S fo full and 
empharicall, that no defedt diſcovers it ſelt to the moſt 
piercing and criticall Eye. | 

This is the Power which $, Paw uſed'in delivering the 
inceſtuous Corsnthian to Satan, The Greek [Interpreters 
believe that he was one of the Teachers of that Church, 
-He being a leader in the Schiſm, the adverſe Party was 
puffed upat his fall, and highly plealed with the diſgrace 
which his miſcarriage had branded his own Party with, 

4. The giving Rules for the preſaving ot Order and 

« There are no heats more quick and pernicious 

to the Church than thoſe which derive their originall 
from differences about Order and the circumſtances of Re- 
ligion, Adiaphorous and leſſer matters like (maller wood will 
kindle ſooner than that which is more ſabſtanciall,, Tr is 
well known,how violent the conteſt was betwixt theEaſten 
and Weſtetn Churches abont a circumſtance of time, The 
vulgar uſually are moſt liberall in the expence of their 
zeal about what is circumſtantiall, The fundamentall 
partof Religion lies-deeper and more concealed from ther 
obſetvation; ” - * 1 ©! | 


Reaſon like a needle touched with- the Magnet hath 
fucha Pofirion , that its aſpe naturally-is towards thoſe 
Principles which are ſelf-evident, and may be tiled the 
poles.of Truth: and therefore fo long as it is __ — 


(61) 

about Propoſicions which have noc an immediate connexion 
with them, it is apt to tremble and vary, and not to de- 
termine the ſame way in all, This variety in the thoughts 
of men when diſGoſed, producetha diſlike betwixtthem, 

He who diflents from another, declares that he believes 

himſelf co be wiſer then he inchat particular, and by conſe- 

quence attributes to him ſome degree of Folly, with which 

imputationnone are well pleaſed, This diſlike being heated 
with paſſionate reflexions1s preſently ſublimated,and boiled 
up into an enmity, An enmity upon the firſt occaſion will 
break out, and diſcloſe it (elf 1u an open combuſtion, So 
that the Church muſt neceſlarily periſh, if ſhe be denied 

the priviledge which is efſeaciall roall Communitics,name- 

ly a Power to preſerve her (elf, and extinguiſh her flames 

by a prudent determination. The holy Scripture delivers 

the Eſſentials of Religion jn particular Precepts, the cir- 

cumſtantiais and matters of Order in geaerall, The 
Chucches determination upon ſome particulars in a congru- 
ity and contormity to the generall Command, is no additi- 

on to the Rule, but an extraction from it of what before 
was virtually conta'nedinit, He makes no addition to a 
Maſs of gold, who beats it out into ſeverall pieces. 

Neither is it prejudiciall.co any liberty which thoſe who 
embrace the Doctrine of Chriſt are bound to maintain, 
Thereſtraint is laid onely upon the outward Man, who is 
I mited in reſpec of ule, and not upon the Judgement 
which is the proper (eat of Liverty, < 

Neither is our Duty to comply with it leſſened by. any 
obligation ro comport with the infirmity of the Weak, Ir 
is uſually ſaid, that the Load-ſtoge will not draw in the 
preſence of a Diamond,, When thele two injunftions to 
obey Authotity, and to yeeld tothe weak, meet together, 
and both cannot be obſerved, the laſt which is certainly 
theleſs, muſt loſe its Energy, and according to che true 
intent of the Legiſlator, give place to the greater, em 
W 


(62) 
-who make the objeRion, uſually conceive, that Governours 
chrough weakneſs,8 want of infight into their Daty make 
ſuch determinations : and then it there be ſo much Chari. 
ty left as to believe they areChriſtians, the weak will 
be offended as well by our not obeying,as by obeying, We 
ſtanding equally poiſe betwixt both, are undoubtedly 
bound to prefer our weak Brother, who hath Authority on 
his ſide, before him who hath none, 

5, The gy who negle& the Order which 
is agreed upon, T he ſmalneſs of the thing commanded is 
no jaſt Plea againſt che equity of a Cenſure in caſe of Diſ- 
obedience The publick intereſt being more valuablethen 
any private concern z and the Authority of Governours be- 
ng the genuine means conducing to its ſupport, the juſtice 
of a penalty is not to be eſtimated ſolely by the intrinfick | 
narure of the crime, _ the malevolent aſpect it hath | 
upon theſe two, and the degrees of inconvenience and da- 
mage which they receive from it, A lefler crime in ſome 
circumſtances may be more detrimental and leſs agreeable 
ro the intereſt of the Community than a greater in other, 
And the leſs the thing is which is commanded and not ſub- 
mitted to, the greater is the contempt of that Aurhority 
which impoſeth it, He which will break with another for 
a (mall matter, declares that his reſpeRs to him arenot of 
the firſt magnitude, 

As the Authority of a Governour is more fignally owned 
by a conformity to his pofitrve Commands, which have 
their ſole dependence upon his will, then to his naturall, 
which are the dictates of univerſall Reaſon: ( for in the firſt 
caſe it is fingly and alone acknowledged : in the ſecond itis 
ſo blended with the reaſon of the thing, that ic isnor eali- 
ly perceived to which of them the agmition is diredted ) ſo 
likewiſe the Rule of tion will juſtifie this concluſion, 
that it is more diſowned by ſuch a diſobedience, 

And now I have done with the Diſeaſe, which S. gar 
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and S, Barnebas did ſuppoſe their Brethren to be obnoxi- 
ousto0z, and the Remedy, namely, an Apoſtolicall or E- 
piſcopall Authority expreſled in Viſiting of them. 
Nothing remains but to remind our ſelves of the Obli- 
gation we lie under, which is to be fervent in Prayer, dili- 
gent in our Watch, that we fall not into thoſe diſtempers, 
which the defe&ts of Nature,the im ion of our State, 
the w of the Tempter are / to betray us to: And 
that we demean our ſelves with ſach due and becoming re- 
gards cowards that Authority, which was given by the e- 
ternall Father to his Son , by the Son to his Apoſtles, 
the Apoſtles to the Univerſall Charch, ' by the Univerſall 
Charch recommended to us ; that in the great Day of Vi- 
fication, when the Biſhop of our Souls (hall a with 
his glorious retinue to take an account of our e 
in this ſubl State, we may be found not in the num- 
ber of x mar & have deſpiſed Dominion, ſpoke evil of 
Digaities , but of thoſe whoſe Converſation hath been 
agreeable to the methods of Supernall Wiſdom, which is 
pure and peaceable,gentle andeaſie tobe intreated, Which 
that all of us may be endued with z, Webeſeech thee, O 
Lord, to free our Minds from prejudice,our Aﬀedctions from 
partiality, our Conſciences from errour : And bleſs us with 
all Spirituall Bleſſings in Chriſt : To whom, with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Spirit, be eternally aſcribed all Honour 
and Glory. 


FINTS. 


ERRAT A, 


P, 9. ln, read non. p, 16, Uo 4, rad many. p46.)in 32, read 38s maner, 


